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REFORMATION DAY 
Mr. Caleb Cangelosi

It’s easy to be what C. S. Lewis called a “chronological 

snob,” caring only about our own time period and 

ignoring the wisdom of those who lived before us. 

This particular illness afflicts us even more than it did 

Lewis’ contemporaries, because we live in the digital 

age, in which new versions of software and hardware 

come out nearly every year and render the older 

versions obsolete. Who would want to buy an Apple 

2C from the eighties? But it is not the case that truth 

needs to be updated as frequently as we update our 

technologies. The truth of God’s word remains the 

same yesterday, today, and forever. And yet it can be 

lost or forgotten. Such was the case in the centuries 

leading up to the Protestant Reformation. The 

freeness of God’s grace and salvation through faith in 

Christ alone was shrouded by an emphasis upon 

human merit and penitential works; the Scriptures 

were lost to the people of God and trumped by the 

authority of the bureaucratic church hierarchy; 

worship lost its biblical simplicity and became filled 

with idolatry and superstition; and the truth of the 

priesthood of all believers and divine blessing upon 

every lawful calling was swallowed up by a secular-

sacred distinction of unbiblical proportions.  

Into such a world the Lord sent godly shepherds to set 

things right; a few here and there in the 1300s and 

1400s (John Hus, John Wycliffe, Savanorola), and a 

whole slew of them in the 1500s. Martin Luther was 

the primary catalyst, and it is his actions that 

“Reformation Day” recalls – nailing the 95 Theses to 

the church door in Wittenberg on October 31, 1517, 

was not an act of vandalism, but a call for a debate 

(church doors served as bulletin boards in his day). He 

particularly wanted to debate the matter of indulgences 

– could financial gifts to the church purchase salvation 

for one’s deceased relatives, as John Tetzel was 

claiming? Luther disagreed – salvation was by grace 

alone through faith alone in Christ alone. The vocal 

nature of his disagreement got him in trouble with the 

ecclesiastical authorities. Fortunately for him, the 

political landscape was changing as well as the 

theological landscape, and so he was able to survive 

his 1521 examination at the town of Worms, and thus 

he could continue to write and preach and minister.  

Luther’s labors, along with those of men like John 

Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli, Henry Bullinger, and John 

Knox (plus many more lesser known figures all over 

Europe), set the church on an entire new course. 

Calvin and Knox are the main reformers that 

Presbyterians look back on as founders of our church, 
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but the entire period saw a renaissance of the truth of 

the gospel from the darkness of popery: the Scriptures 

were given back to the people (previously, they had 

not been translated into the common languages, and 

so people could not read the Bible for themselves); 

sound doctrine, particularly as regards the doctrine of 

salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ 

alone, was restored to its proper place; true worship 

was brought back into the church, and the 

superstitious additions of men were removed; Christ 

was exalted as the only King and Head of His church; 

and the people of God were able to rejoice in their 

status as priests in Jesus once again, approaching God 

directly through Jesus Christ, rather than through 

human intermediaries. Post tenebras lux was the slogan – 

“After the darkness, light.”  

I encourage you to spend some time reading about the 

Reformation. Two of the best primary sources are 

Luther’s The Bondage of the Will (buy the Revell edition 

with J. I. Packer’s translation), and Calvin’s Institutes of 

the Christian Religion (make sure you buy the Battles 

translation – other editions are older English and are 

hard to read). Secondary source volumes include T. M. 

Lindsey’s The Reformation and Glenn Sunshine’s The 

Reformation for Armchair Theologians. CMI publishes 

Heroes of the Reformation, which is a great introduction 

for children. We should never forget our heritage, for 

we stand on the shoulders of giants. Theology is 

always done and believed in a community, including 

the community of those saints who have already gone 

home to be with the Lord. Though dead, they still 

speak (Heb. 11:4) – and we should listen. 

We take for granted the privileges that are ours in 

Christ and in His church, in part because we have such 

a short memory and don’t study or remember our 

history. Christians of all people must never succumb 

to the worldview of Henry Ford, who declared, 

“History is bunk.” Rather, we know that there are a 

great cloud of witnesses cheering us on as we run the 

race of faith, men and women who have gone before 

us, who have much to teach us, and who suffered so 

that we might be free.  

I pray it will never be said of the saints at Pear 

Orchard Presbyterian Church that we neglected or 

forgot history, for it is His story; indeed, He is still 

writing it. May He continue to reform His church, and 

keep us firm in His truth. 

 

HOW FAR IS TOO FAR? 
Mr. John Perritt

I’m sure you, or your “friend,” have asked this question 

of your youth worker. Maybe you haven’t asked it, but 

you’ve thought about asking it. Maybe you didn’t ask 

because you were intimidated. Or, maybe you didn’t ask 

because you didn’t want them to tell you that what you 

were doing with your boyfriend or girlfriend was sinful. 

Whatever the case may be, here are some things to 

consider: 

You Can Sin Sexually Without Having Sex 

This culture has become increasingly accepting of sexual 

activity. Chances are, if you have been in a lengthy 

dating relationship, you have probably sinned sexually – 

without even having sex. Often times teenagers think 

they are okay if they haven’t actually committed the sex 

act, but they do everything else leading up to this. You 

may say, “But the Bible doesn’t say anything is wrong 

with ______________.” But just because the Bible 

doesn’t explicitly state something, doesn’t mean it is 

endorsing it. 

Your Heart Wants to Rewrite the Bible 

Whether intentional or not, your heart doesn’t like the 

Bible. By nature, your heart wants to do what Scripture 

forbids. Listen to Denny Burk, “The temptation is 

always there to suppress or revise biblical norms in 

order to accommodate the powerful twin influences of 

culture and fleshly desire” (What is the Meaning of Sex, p. 

217). Basically Burk is saying that the world and your 
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flesh are getting you to hate what the Bible says. The 

world is telling you it’s okay to fool around with your 

girlfriend, and your flesh is saying it feels good to be 

with your boyfriend, so it must be okay. By implication, 

“The Bible must be wrong”, becomes our way of 

thinking. 

You Think Marriage is For Old People 

Listen to Burk again, “A sizable percentage of young 

people today are delaying adulthood. In particular, they 

are delaying marriage and childbearing, but they are not 

delaying sex” (What is the Meaning of Sex, p. 217). In high 

school I thought marriage was a lifetime away, but it’s 

often closer than you think. The truth is, God created 

sex for marriage, and if you want sex so bad, maybe 

marriage is something you need to consider sooner 

rather than later. I know some of you may laugh at that 

statement, but remember that God doesn’t laugh at your 

sexual sin. God hates it. God will not honor it. And, 

God cannot be mocked [Gal. 6:7], so you will be found 

out. 

Conclusion 

You must remember that God is a holy God and he 

calls his followers to be holy. He does not want 

Christians to make peace with their sexual sin, because it 

cost him the life of his only Son. How far is too far?, is 

often a question that has sin lying at its root. With 

Scriptures like, “Flee youthful passions and pursue 

righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those 

who call on the Lord from a pure heart.” [2 Tim. 2:22] 

and “sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness 

must not even be named among you,” [Eph. 5:3], Burk 

rightly asserts, “The question should not be, “How far 

can we go?” The question should be, “How far can we 

stay away?” (What is the Meaning of Sex, p. 220). 

If you are reading this and you have been in sexual sin 

with your girlfriend or boyfriend, know that there is 

freedom in repenting of your sin and placing your faith 

in Christ. You are not too filthy for the blood of Jesus 

to cleanse you. If you are one who is justifying your sin 

and plans to remain sexually active, know that the Bible 

has strong warnings for you. I may not persuade you, 

but maybe God’s holy Word will, “Or do you not know 

that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 

God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, 

nor idolaters…will inherit the kingdom of God.” [1 Cor. 

6:9-10] 

 

“BECAUSE IT WAS HE AND BECAUSE IT WAS I”   
A THEOLOGY OF FRIENDSHIP 

Mr. Jerry Ornelas

“Two souls in one body; being of one mind. A 

confidant, companion. The sanctifying chisel in the 

hand of God. Two in one and one in two. A fuller 

expression of the Imago Dei. A load-bearer. A 

reflection of Christ: Christ in you, Christ in me. A 

workshop of redemption. My death, my life, my 

friend.”  

The above quote is from the 16th century philosopher 

Michel de Montaigne. When asked to give an answer 

to why he loved his friend La Boétie, whose death 

affected Montaigne deeply, Montaigne responded, “If 

you press me to tell why I loved him, I feel that this 

cannot be expressed, except by answering: Because it 

was he, because it was I.” Even with extensive vocabulary 

at hand, not only will we find it difficult to define 

friendship, but in so trying a sneaky suspicion will arise 

and say, “We are only describing its parts, not its 

substance, its limbs and not its heart.” 

There may be a simple answer for this: real friendships 

appear to sprout up spontaneously, ex nihilo, out of 

nothing. With little to no effort on our part we go 

from a simple ‘hello’ in a grocery store, to entrusting 

our souls to one another at our favorite coffee shop. 

Though some friendships start in childhood and go on 

into adulthood and pass into death, others bloom in 

an instance. I am not merely referring to meeting 

someone and becoming acquaintances. We can very 

well give reasons for why we know someone, proximity 
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and consistency being major elements. There are many 

people whom I know, but how many of them have my 

heart? How many of them can I say, “We are locked 

into each other like pieces in a puzzle”? It is this type 

of friendship we find ourselves floundering about 

trying to find the correct syntax, the exact adjectives, 

but to no avail – we just can’t get at the thing! Our 

words don’t seem to penetrate into the heart of the 

matter. Two souls knit together by a common thread, 

joined together by a mysterious affection. What is this 

affection we call friendship? The further we excavate 

these ancient lands we find that it is deeply theological 

and bound by a principle that is older than dirt.  

It is my goal over the next few issues to take a stab at 

this illusive subject, with the end in view of giving a 

rich biblical description of friendship and why 

friendship is necessary for Christian character and 

growth. We will start with its origins. From where 

does friendship derive its existence? In the following 

article we will examine what real friendship looks like. 

Lastly, having discovered its origins and seeing what 

friendship looks like, we will look at the gospel 

implications of friendship.  

The Origin of Friendship 

“Did You not, O our God, drive out the inhabitants 

of this land before Your people Israel and give it to 

the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever?” (II 

Chronicles 20:7). At the deepest level of Abraham’s 

existence and of his experience of living the faithful 

life, is this fact: God was his friend. What defined 

Abraham was the friendship of God. This is obviously 

going back to that great text in Genesis 15:7 where 

Abraham’s concern for the promises of God is 

answered by God in a display of heavenly stars; He 

says, “So shall all your descendants be.” The heavenly 

display kindled faith in Abraham, “then he believed in 

the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as 

righteousness.” The New Testament, picking up on 

this Old Testament text, says, “…and the Scripture 

was fulfilled which says, ‘And Abraham believed God, 

and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,’ and he 

was called the friend of God” (James 2:23).  

Beneath the two great doctrinal pillars of justification 

and imputed righteousness is this idea of friendship. 

God didn't say of Abraham, “You are my justified 

one.” The first thing the Scriptures say of Abraham 

after his display of faith is not, “Abraham the man of 

faith” – no, he is called twice in the entire Bible, the 

friend of God, or God’s friend forever. This is profound, for 

if God calls someone a friend, then this idea of 

friendship transcends earth itself and our finite 

existence. It heightens our senses, and raises our eyes 

to the heavens and we ask, “From where, O Lord, 

does friendship derive its being” The answer is 

obvious. It derives its being in the triune God.  

Christ, the Son of God says to His disciples, “Greater 

love has no one that this, that one lay down his life for 

his friends. You are my friend if you do what I command 

you. No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does 

not know what his master is doing; but I have called 

you friends…” (John 15:13-15).  Christ is not merely 

using earthy terms to describe a relationship that only 

exists on earth. If anything, he is using earthy terms to 

describe a heavenly reality.  

Friendship is not an earthy thing, it is a divine act that 

finds it source, its beginning, its pulse in the mystery 

of the triune God. It is friendship with Abraham and 

thus his descendants by faith, that makes the 

incarnation less of heaven invading earth and more 

like a Sovereign ruler coming to save his friends. We 

can no longer define friendship from a bottom up 

perspective. That is, we can’t look at earthly 

relationships and come up with a description of the 

Divine. No, friendship started with God and has 

flavored all earthly relationships with its divine 

seasoning. We are left wondering, “What is 

friendship?”, or rather, “What does friendship look 

like if its origin is from heaven?” To answer that we 

must go deeper than mere glossary words.  

To be continued next issue… 

Jerry Ornelas is a pastoral intern of POPC. From Savannah, 

Georgia, he is in his second year at RTS. 

  



5 

 

 

WE OBEY BECAUSE HE OBEYED FOR US 
Mr. John Flavel (1628-1691)

The following is an excerpt from a sermon by John Flavel, a 

Puritan preacher in England who lived from 1628-1691. The 

sermon opens up the covenant of redemption between the Father 

and the Son before times eternal, in which the Father and the Son 

covenanted together to save sinners. These words are one of the 

“Uses,” or applications, of the sermon.  

Hence judge, How reasonable it is that believers should embrace 

the hardest terms of obedience unto Christ, who complied with such 

hard terms for their salvation: they were hard and difficult 

terms indeed, on which Christ received you from the 

Father’s hand: it was to pour out his soul unto death, or 

not to enjoy a soul of you. Here you may suppose the 

Father to say, when driving his bargain with Christ for 

you: 

     Father: My Son, here is a company of poor miserable 

souls, that have utterly undone themselves, and now lie 

open to my justice! Justice demands satisfaction for 

them, or will satisfy itself in the eternal ruin of them: 

What shall be done for these souls?  

     Son: O my Father, such is my love to, and pity for 

them, that rather than they shall perish eternally, I will 

be responsible for them as their Surety; bring in all thy 

bills, that I may see what they owe thee; Lord, bring 

them all in, that there may be no after-reckonings with 

them; at my hand shalt thou require it. I will rather 

choose to suffer thy wrath than they should suffer it: 

upon me, my Father, upon me be all their debt. 

     Father: But, my Son, if thou undertake for them, thou 

must reckon to pay the last mite, expect no abatements; 

if I spare them, I will not spare thee. 

     Son: Content, Father, let it be so; charge it all upon 

me, I am able to discharge it: and though it prove a kind 

of undoing to me, though it impoverish all my riches, 

empty all my treasures (for so indeed it did, II Cor. 8:9, 

“Though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became 

poor”), yet I am content to undertake it.  

Blush, ungrateful believers, O let shame cover your 

faces; judge in yourselves now, hat Christ deserved that 

you should stand with him for trifles, that you should 

shrink at a few petty difficulties, and complain, this is 

hard, and that is harsh? O if you knew the grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in this his wonderful condescension 

for you, you could not do it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


