
 

 

THE GOSPEL AND THE INCARNATION 
By William Swan Plumer 

 

 “Our Lord Jesus Christ became incarnate, was made 

under the law, lived, acted, obeyed, suffered died and 

rose again for his people.  

He came down to earth that they might go up to 

heaven. 

He suffered that they might reign. 

He became a servant that they might become kings and 

priests unto God. 

He died that they might live. 

He bore the cross that their enmity might be slain, and 

their sins expiated. 

He loved them that they might love God. 

 

 

He was rich and became poor that they, who were poor, 

might be made rich. 

He descended into the lower parts of the earth that they 

might sit in heavenly places. 

He emptied himself that they might be filled with all the 

fullness of God. 

He took upon him human nature that they might be 

partakers of the divine nature. 

He made flesh his dwelling place that they might be an 

habitation of God through the Spirit. 

He made himself of no reputation, that they might wear 

his new name, and be counted an eternal excellency. 

He became a worm, and no man, that they, who were 

sinful worms, might be made equal to the angels. 
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He bore the curse of a broken covenant that they might 

partake of all the blessings of the everlasting covenant, 

ordered in all things and sure. 

Though heir of all things, he was willingly despised of 

the people, that they, who were justly condemned, 

might obtain and inheritance that is incorruptible, 

undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 

His death was a satisfaction to divine justice, a ransom 

for many, a propitiation for sin, a sweet smelling savor 

to God, that we, who were an offense to God, might 

become his sons and daughters. 

He was made sin for his people that they might be made 

the righteousness of God in him. 

Though Lord of all He took the form of a servant, that 

they, who were the servants of sin, might prevail like 

princes with God. 

He, who had made swaddling-clothes bands for the sea, 

was wrapped in swaddling-clothes that they, who were 

cast out in their blood, might be clothed in linen white 

and clean, which is the righteousness of the saints. 

He had not where to lay His head that they who 

otherwise must have laid down in eternal sorrow, might 

read the mansions in His Father’s house.  

He was beset with lions and bulls of Bashan, that his 

chosen might be compassed about with an innumerable 

company of angels and of the spirits of just men made 

perfect. 

He drank the cup of God’s indignation that they might 

for ever drink of the river of His pleasures. 

He hungered that they might eat the bread of life. 

He thirsted that they might drink the water of life. 

He was numbered with the transgressors that they 

might stand among the justified, and be counted among 

the jewels. 

He made His grave with the wicked that they might 

sleep in Jesus. 

Though He was set up from everlasting, from the 

beginning, or ever the earth was, yet He became a 

helpless infant, that creatures of yesterday, sentenced to 

death, might live for ever. 

He wore a crown of thorns that all, who love His 

appearing, might wear a crown of life. 

He wept tears of anguish that His elect might weep tears 

of repentance not to be repented of. 

He bore the yoke of obedience unto death that they 

might find His yoke easy and His burden light. 

He poured out His soul unto death, lay three days in the 

heart of the earth, then burst the bars of death, and 

arose to God, that they, who through fear of death were 

all their lifetime subject to bondage, might obtain the 

victory over the grave and become partakers of His 

resurrection. 

He exhausted the penalty of the law that His redeemed 

might have access to the inexhaustible treasures of 

mercy, wisdom, faithfulness, truth and grace promised 

by the Lord 

He passed from humiliation to humiliation, till He 

reached the sepulcher of Joseph, that His people might 

be changed from glory to glory as by the Spirit of the 

Lord. 

He was matchless in grace that they might be matchless 

in gratitude. 

Though a Son, He became a voluntary exile, that they, 

who had wickedly wandered afar off, might be brought 

nigh by His blood. 

He was compassed about with all their innocent 

infirmities that He might perfect His strength in their 

weakness. 

His visage was so marred more than any man, that His 

ransomed might be presented before God without spot, 

or blemish, or wrinkle, or any such thing. 

For a time He was forsaken of His Father that they, 

whom He bought with His blood, might behold the 

light of God’s countenance forever. 

He came and dwelt with them that they might be 

forever with the Lord. 
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He was hung up naked before His insulting foes that all, 

who believe on His name, might wear a glorious 

wedding garment, a spotless righteousness. 

Though He was dead, He is the firstborn among many 

brethren. 

Through His sorrow His people obtain joy and 

gladness, and sorrow and sighing flee away. 

Though He endured the worst things, they do and shall 

forever enjoy the best things 

Wonderful mystery! God was manifested in the flesh! 

Here is no absurdity, no contradiction, no fiction, and 

yet a mystery that baffles all attempts to solve it, and 

dazzles all human and angelic vision. Blessed is he, who 

is not offended in Jesus. Blessed is he, who loves the 

incarnate mystery, and rests upon it. It is a mystery of 

love, of power, of salvation. It is the mystery of 

Godliness. It is the great study of the inhabitants of 

heaven, and shall be while immortality endures.” 

-- From The Grace of Christ , by William Swan 

Plumer, chapter 21. Plumer was a 19 t h century 

American Presbyterian pastor, theologian, seminary 

professor, and prolific  writer.

TEACH YOUR CHILDREN THE TWELVE TRUTHS OF CHRISTMAS  
By Dr. John Kwasny

 

Our children learn a whole lot about life during the 

Christmas season. They learn how to indulge 

themselves.  They learn how to be demanding and self-

centered.  They learn works-righteousness from Santa 

(Good = presents; Bad = lump of coal). They learn that 

getting new stuff equals happiness. They learn the secret of 

discontentment.  They learn that our American economy is 

totally dependent on holiday consumer retail sales (okay, 

maybe only a few sharp ones...).  They are learning these 

lessons every year thanks to their own sinful hearts, Satan, 

and the world. 

So that means Christian parents must be aggressive, 

winsome, and purposeful in the education of their children 

during the holidays.  By words and example, it is our duty 

as parents to train children to think rightly about God, the 

world, and ourselves.  So here’s my list of the “Twelve 

Truths of Christmas” for children (you may put them to 

music if you like... “On the first day of Christmas, my dear 

Savior gave to me, a heart of...”): 

1. Contentment.  We’ll start with possibly the hardest of 

all lessons: How do we fight against rampant 

discontentment in our children?  It’s taught 

primarily by what parents REFUSE to do--indulge 

their child’s every whim throughout the year.  If 

your children are getting whatever they want 

whenever they want it, then the sinful virus of 

discontentment will be at fever level at Christmas. 

2. Compassion.  Not just for all the poor children who 

don’t get presents at Christmas.  More importantly, 

teach your children to have true pity on all who 

make Christmas meaningless by removing 

Christ.  Our children should grieve for and pray for 

all their friends and family members who have 

rejected the Christ of Christmas. 

3. Joy. Presents bring happiness--usually very 

temporary happiness for our children.  Teach them 

that their joy can only be found in the Lord! 

4. Identity.  Even though Christmas is a fairly universal 

holiday, it is one that should only be enjoyed by 

Christians.  After all, what meaning has Jesus taking 

on human flesh unless you identify yourself with 

Christ?  Your children will either identify with the 

world or identify with their Savior every Christmas 

and all through the year. 

5. Sin.  Talking about sin on Christmas is borderline 

heresy!  But your children really need to have their 

sinful hearts poked during this time of year.  Don’t 
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worry, you’ll have plenty of opportunities to show 

them how they are thinking more about themselves 

than about Jesus or others. 

6. Grace. Santa Claus teaches what our sinful hearts 

want to hear--that good people get good stuff and 

bad people get bad stuff.  It’s not good enough to 

teach your children that Santa isn’t real; you must 

debunk the lie that we can be good and that we 

deserve good things.  Show them Jesus, and teach 

them undeserved grace! 

7. Giving.  Yes, teach your children to give to others 

this Christmas.  And, yes, teach them how much 

better it is to give than receive.  Yet you must teach 

them how God so loved the world that HE GAVE 

His Son...or your children will become self-

righteous in their giving.  We don’t want our 

children to think highly of their own benevolence 

when it is God who is the true Giver. 

8. Receiving. Christianity is first about receiving (on our 

side of things)--we receive grace, forgiveness, and 

salvation because of the birth, death, and 

resurrection of Christ.  Children love to receive--

it’s adults who are often too proud to receive 

well.  When your children receive a gift, train them 

to have hearts of gratitude towards all who give to 

them--because it is a reflection of how they receive 

Christ. 

9. Peace. The angels announced that the birth of Christ 

brings peace on earth.  The world defines peace as 

lack of war, conflict, or trouble.  True peace is a lack 

of hostility between God and man.  This is only 

possible in Christ, and it gives rest in even the most 

difficult of holidays. 

10. Love. This one’s obvious, right?  But does 

Christmas just naturally bring love out of our 

hearts?  While our children may not have to be 

taught affection for their family and friends, they 

need to learn how to love God with all their hearts, 

and their neighbors as themselves.  This is only 

learned when the love of God dwells in their hearts. 

11. Faith.  We pray that God gives our children the 

grace of saving faith so they can put their trust in 

Christ.  Christmas can be a missed opportunity to 

talk with them about the nature of faith.  It’s not 

about being “good for goodness sake,” but rather 

resting in Christ alone for salvation. 

12. Life.  The world offers life in all the wrong places 

and through all the wrong things.  Christ is the 

giver or life.  Jesus was born in order to die for our 

eternal life.  Teach it over and over again to your 

children! 

So even though your youngsters are out of school 

for Christmas break, remember that the School of Jesus 

never takes a holiday!

THE ALREADY AND NOT YET OF CHRISTMAS 
By Mrs. Margaret Sprow 

 

This Christmas, let’s put ourselves in the sandals of those 

who were expectantly waiting and preparing for the Messiah 

to come. Simeon was one of those longing for the Messiah. 

In Luke 2:29-32 he exclaims as he holds Jesus in his arms, 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; for my eyes have seen your 

 

salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory 

to your people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32). As Simeon longed to 

see the Messiah come, so we long for Christ’s second 

advent, when He returns in glory to usher in His kingdom. 

This tension between the already and the not yet is seen in 

the music we sing.   
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The already:  

Joy to the world! 

The Lord is come 

Let earth receive her King. 

Let every heart prepare him room 

And heav’n and nature sing! 

  

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings 

Ris’n with healing in his wings 

 

And the not yet: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

  

Come, thou long-expected Jesus 

Born to set thy people free 

From our fears and sins release us 

Let us find our rest in thee. 

 

The centerpiece of our Lessons and Carols service this year 

is the first movement of John Rutter’s “Gloria” and is a 

majestic statement of the “already.” Rutter is a 

contemporary English composer who wrote this musical 

setting of the Latin Gloria in 1974. It features a brilliant 

brass accompaniment to this song of the angels. Indeed, as 

you listen, you can imagine the pageantry and the wonder 

of the angels’ praise as the shepherds stood transfixed in 

awe.  

Gloria in excelsis Deo  Glory to God in the highest 

The piece is bookended by the words “Gloria in excelsis 

Deo” set in a grand, contemporary style with lots of 

syncopation (stress on the weak beat) in the brass parts and 

much use of the big timpani drums.  

Et in terra pax    And on earth peace 

Hominibus bonae voluntatis   To men of good will 

 

The style abruptly changes with the text, “Et in terra pax” 

as we literally hear the peace in the gentle harmonies of the 

choir.  

Laudamus te    We praise thee 

Benedicimus te    We bless thee 

Adoramus te    We worship thee 

Glorificamus te    We glorify thee 

 

The running continual eighth note accompaniment in this 

section is a musical allusion to our unending praise to God 

for the gift of His Son. 

Gratias agimus tibi   Thanks we give to thee 

Propter magnam gloriam  Because of Thy great glory 

 

Big, thick, six and seven-part chords express thanks for the 

lavish abundance of God in the giving of His Son by whom 

we are filled with all the fullness of God.  The syncopated, 

accented brass accompaniment that reappears reminds me 

of the unexpected gifts and grace of God in the lives of His 

children.  

Gloria in excelsis Deo  Glory to God in the highest 

The piece ends as it began, with a grand statement of praise 

to God, this time building in intensity as each voice part 

enters into the song of the ages, fitting for the angels to sing 

at Christ’s birth and fitting for us to sing as we celebrate His 

coming and look forward to His coming again.   
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TEACHING CHILDREN THE GOSPEL THROUGH SONG 
By Mrs. Liz Taylor

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 says, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 

God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

might. And these words that I command you today shall be 

on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your 

children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 

and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 

when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 

and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall 

write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 

gates.” 

I recently attended the Getty Sing! Conference in Nashville. 

One of my favorite sessions was on children and music, 

which inspired me to write about it. Both parents and the 

congregation take a vow to help raise covenant children in 

our church. Teaching our children about the Gospel 

through song is a viable way to saturate their minds with 

rich theology at a young age. If we do not teach our children 

what terms like grace, mercy, and righteousness mean 

beginning at a young age, they will view theological terms as 

abstract and devoid of meaning.  

Instructing and passing on our knowledge to the next 

generation with a rich vocabulary about Christian faith is 

vital. Rehearsing and verbalizing the gospel with children 

strengthens a child’s foundation of faith. When we give 

children answers before the world does, this gives them a 

wonderful foundation of faith to build upon before the 

world begins to intervene and shape them. Teaching our 

children hymns through singing and playing recordings of 

different hymns are wonderful ways to incorporate hymns 

into daily life.  

Why should we use singing to disciple little ones? 

Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God.” Music is a way to call 

attention to the word of God. Singing hymns is a wonderful 

memory tool. Music helps children retain information in an 

easier way than memorizing text. When I was a little girl, I 

had the privilege of being taught many hymns by my mother 

and both of my grandmothers. Many of the hymns are still 

in my memory from my childhood. Christian songs and 

hymns are a portable, practical, and enjoyable way to 

naturally dialogue about spiritual truths. This education of 

theologically-rich hymns gave me a wonderful foundation 

for my faith, and will help our future generation when they 

are met with the world on a daily basis. 

When should we use singing with our children or 

family? 

We should sing with our children as much as possible. 

Another way to instill a love for hymns is through playing 

recordings at home and in the car. You do not have to have 

musical ability to sing with your children. Have fun and 

make a joyful noise! Sing along to a recording if you need 

some assistance to get started. When children see and hear 

your love for something, they will imitate you. Making a 

short list of hymns you would like to sing with your children 

is a tangible way to learn a few at a time. For older children, 

it is a great idea to discuss lyrics and offer them to help lead 

in singing. There are a few different books that introduce 

the stories behind hymns: Hosanna Loud Hosannas, by David 

and Barbara Leeman, and Then Sings My Soul, by Robert J. 

Morgan, are two books that I have used. 

Focusing on songs that our church sings is also a wonderful 

idea. Bulletins are usually posted on our website on 

Thursdays. That gives families several days to sing the 

hymns and songs for Sunday. Last year, we taught Cherub 

Choir “Nothing But the Blood”. When this hymn was used 

in a church service, I could see many little faces light up 

because they could participate in singing a hymn they knew. 

This allows the children to engage in worship and share in 

the joy of worshipping God in this way! Singing with our 

children is a way to connect with them. In circumstances 

like car rides, it is a valuable time to engage in conversation 

and singing with our children, being intentional about how 

we use those fleeting moments with them.  
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“May the Almighty God make you faithful in this important 

work of education: may he succeed your cares with his 

abundant graces, that the rising generation . . . may be a glory 

amongst the nations, a pattern to the Christian world, and a 

blessing to the earth.” – Isaac Watts on the importance of 

teaching children hymns 

 

INCARNATIONAL MINISTRY 
By Mr. Caleb Cangelosi

Have you ever noticed that even the world understands how 

important the principle of incarnation is? When people are 

in distress, what they desperately want is the presence of one 

who is in authority. Whether they think of a politician, a 

sports league commissioner, a business executive, or a 

pastor, they want with them a person they think can bring 

order to the chaos and healing to the pain. That longing for 

the presence of authority is met ultimately and powerfully 

in the gospel of Jesus Christ. When God saw His image-

bearers mired in the muck of their sin, enslaved by their 

selfishness and pride and idolatry, He Himself appeared in 

the person of His Son, to visit us in our distress, to share 

our sadness, to save us from our sin and misery. John writes, 

“The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.” He 

tabernacled among us, He took up His residence here, He 

moved into the neighborhood and set up camp and 

unpacked His bags and pulled up a chair and made Himself 

at home. He became poor for our sakes. The Word of God, 

who was very God of very God (cf. 1:18), is Emmanuel, 

God with us.  

But here’s the amazing thing: in the same way that the 

Father sent His Son, so the Son has sent us. In John 17:18, 

while praying to the Father, Jesus declares, “As you sent me 

into the world, I have sent them into the world.” The 

incarnation of Jesus Christ speaks volumes to the way that 

we should live our lives in this world. We are to be doing 

the work of ministry, both to those who are a part of the 

body of Christ and to those who are outside the body of 

Christ. And our ministry is to be characterized by the 

principle of incarnation. Putting it like that makes it sound so 

abstract: the principle of incarnation. But it’s the most 

concrete thing in the world, as concrete and real as the 

principle of gravity.  

What, then, does incarnational living, incarnational ministry 

look like? How does the incarnation inform our ministry, 

and show us how to live in a broken and hurting world?  

We take the initiative with people. 

The incarnation is the shining example of what the whole 

Bible is at pains to put on display, what Jonah learned when 

he was rescued in the depths of the sea by a great fish: 

“Salvation is of the Lord.” The incarnation is God’s rescue 

mission. God saves sinners, ultimately, by coming into this 

world to live and die for them. God took the initiative in the 

incarnation. He did not wait for us to find Him. And as 

Jesus ministered on earth, while He certainly was reactive, 

He took the initiative – consider his ministry to the woman 

at the well, with Zaccheus, with Peter after His resurrection. 

And so we too, like our Savior, are to take the initiative with 

people. People are hurting, they’re lonely, they’re crying 

inside for help, for someone to listen to them, for someone 

to care. And so we must take the initiative, especially with 

unbelievers. We must go where non-Christians are, and seek 

to strike up conversations about their lives, their destinies, 

their alienations. We must make every effort to understand 

them and their world and their way of thinking, so that we 

might engage them with the gospel. Jesus came to seek and 

to save the lost, and so must we!  

We must also to take the initiative with our fellow believers. 

It’s so easy to go our merry way, only focusing on ourselves 

and our own struggles, and to ignore completely the pain of 

brothers and sisters around us. To be sure, each of us has 

real struggles, and needs other people to be pursuing us. But 

we ought to be interrupting each other to find out how we 

can be ministering to/praying for each other. 

 

We are willing to get deeply involved in others’ lives. 

The second habit is closely related to the first – the 

incarnation doesn’t merely call us to take the initiative with 

people, but it makes us willing to get deeply involved in 

others’ lives. Paul sums it up in what he says to the 
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Thessalonians: “Having so fond an affection for you, we 

were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of 

God but also our own lives, because you had become very 

dear to us.” What he’s saying is that ministry is about 

relationships – seeking not merely to bring the gospel to 

people, but doing that in the context of a deeply involved 

friendship, a commitment to knowing people, and being 

known, intimately. Where did John and Paul learn this, but 

from our Lord Jesus Christ, who was intimately involved 

with people throughout His ministry – not least His 

disciples.  

This is where we need to be wise and very self-conscious 

about our use of technology: email, text messages, 

Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, WhatsApp, Instagram, or all 

the other forms of social media are amazing ways to connect 

us to others in ways we couldn’t have imagined even a 

decade ago. But do we use them as a cover for the fact that 

we don’t want and don’t have authentic relationships with 

living, breathing human beings?  

It’s certainly a lot easier to relate to people completely 

online. Because what happens when we become involved in 

deep relationships with other people offline? Well, it’s like 

gardening; you get the flowers and vegetables, but you also 

get the dirt – you become involved in their dirt as well as 

their beauty! You see how this point is so closely related to 

the first – so often, the reason we don’t take the initiative 

with people is because we don’t want to get involved in 

people’s lives. We don’t want to have to deal with what we 

might find when we do. The reason we don’t ask questions 

about how people are doing is because we really don’t want 

to know – if we knew the truth, we might have to do 

something about it, we might have to get our hands dirty 

with their sin or their misery, we might have to 

inconvenience ourselves to do something about it.  

But that’s exactly what Jesus did, isn’t it? He got His hands 

and His fingernails dirty with our grime, He inconvenienced 

Himself to the point of death to serve us. He didn’t minister 

from a distance, He didn’t keep an arm’s length distance – 

rather, He was intimately involved with our suffering and 

grief and sin. He knew what He was in for when He chose 

to become a man, and it wasn’t a pretty sight. Ministry 

begins as you seek to know someone, becoming involved in 

their lives, and not shrinking back when you find the 

skeletons in the closet.   

We recognize our limitations of time and space. 

You’re very likely to think, “Caleb, I can’t do this with 

everyone!” I don’t have time, I don’t have the emotional or 

physical energy. I can’t take the initiative with everyone, I 

can’t be deeply involved with everyone, I can’t meet 

everyone’s physical and spiritual needs at all once! You’re 

right. And neither could Jesus. Sure, as God He could be 

everywhere and meet every need. But He became fully man 

as well when He came to our world. He had the same 24 

hours, the same physical body, He could only be in one 

place at a time. If He was in Samaria or Galilee, He wasn’t 

in Jerusalem. If He chose to speak to one person, He was 

making a conscious choice not to speak to someone else. 

He had to sleep, He had to work, He had to eat, He got 

exhausted, etc.  

See the freedom this brings as we minister. Not freedom not 

to minister, but freedom to minister to some people around 

us without guilt that we aren’t ministering to everyone 

around us. Freedom to rest, rather than scurry trying to 

solve everyone’s problems. Freedom to invest yourself into 

a few people, rather than try to minister to everyone poorly. 

Jesus was limited in His human body and soul just like we 

are, and so He understands our limitations, and He doesn’t 

chide us for them. So let us minister where we are, while we 

are. Be with one person at a time, and when you’re with 

them, be with them, fully. Don’t think about all the people 

you’re not able to minister to at that time, but minister to 

the one you’re with.  

Many of you can remember someone who ministered to you 

in this way, perhaps when you were in high school or 

college. That is certainly my own testimony. If you asked me 

what incarnational ministry looks like, my short answer 

would be a list of names: Craig Vanbiber and Rocky Rausch 

and Mac McCoy and Kevin Buchert and Lance Bourgeois 

and Clint Regen and Jerry Perret. These men were my youth 

ministers and youth leaders in high school. They entered 

into my life in the seventh grade, and stayed with me 

through my senior year in high school. They entered into all 

my adolescent awkwardness, all my confusion and pain 

stemming from my parents’ divorce, all my desire to know 

God and learn His Word and follow Him, all my youthful 
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lusts and sinful idolatries. They listened to my struggles with 

my parents, with girls, with loneliness, with pride. They 

answered my questions about God and His Word. They 

taught me how to study the Bible, and how to live in a 

family, and how to be a friend. They came into my life and 

they let me into their lives, and I will never be the same 

because of them.  

 

 

 

 

 

Whenever you meditate upon the birth of our Savior, ask 

yourself, is it transforming the way I minister to those 

around me? Has it made me more compassionate to those 

in need? Have you seen how the Lord has ministered to you, 

and do you want to minister like Him? May God make it so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


