
 

 

WILL YOU SPEAK A WORD FOR JESUS? 
By Mr. Caleb Cangelosi 

 

A pastor’s confession: it is easier for me to preach the gospel 

publicly to hundreds of people than it is to talk about Jesus 

to one uninterested unbeliever. Perhaps you think, “I don’t 

feel comfortable doing either one!” And yet, while not 

everyone is called to preach to large groups of believers or 

unbelievers, all of us are responsible to speak a word for 

Jesus to the lost around us. Peter tells the church that every 

Christian must “always be ready to make a defense to 

everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that 

is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (I Peter 3:15). 

It’s not just commanded, but commended, as we see 

Christians (who were not apostles) being scattered by 

persecution, bringing the good news of the gospel to the 

lost (Acts 8:1, 4). Each one of us is to let our “light shine 

before men in such a way that they may see our good works 

and glorify our Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16) – 

and if words do not accompany our deeds, then how will 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the unbeliever ever know our Father in heaven to glorify 

Him? 

I fear that many Christians assume that it’s only the 

preacher’s responsibility in the pulpit to talk to unbelievers 

about the gospel. To be sure, preachers are called to preach 

the gospel publicly in corporate worship, to the lost and to 

the found, since the word of God (particularly the preached 

word of God) is the means of regeneration and 

sanctification (I Peter 1:23-2:3). Paul assumes that 

unbelievers will be in the midst of corporate worship, and 

that the clear preaching of the word will in God’s 

providence convict them, call them to account, disclose the 

secrets of their hearts, and lead them to fall on their faces 

and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among us 

(I Corinthians 14:24-25). Yet how will unbelievers come 

into the corporate gatherings of the church? They may well 

walk in off the street, but it’s far more likely that they will 

come because of a relationship they already have with a 
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believer, and because of conversations that believer has had 

with them about Jesus and about His church and/or His 

word.  

So even with regard to the pastor’s task to be an evangelist 

and to proclaim publicly the truth of the gospel to the lost, 

we’re back to the individual Christian’s responsibility to be 

speaking a word for Jesus, to be wooing and attracting 

unbelievers, to be stirring up an interest in spiritual things, 

eternal things, raising the issues of holiness, sin, brokenness, 

redemption, hope, love and forgiveness found through faith 

in Jesus. Unless Christians are inviting unbelievers to hear 

the gospel preached in corporate worship, it is unlikely 

(humanly speaking) that they will be there. Yes, there are 

unbelievers among the membership of the church, tares in 

the midst of the wheat, hypocrites who look like believers 

yet are not truly converted. But unchurched unbelievers 

have no reason to be at church unless they are invited – over 

and over and over again, in some situations.  

Do you see the vital importance of individual Christian men 

and women and boys and girls speaking a word for Jesus, 

both directly (talking about the gospel with them) and 

indirectly (inviting them to a place where they will hear the 

gospel)? But this reality then raises the question of whether 

you intentionally spend time with unbelievers. In particular, 

do you pursue time with unchurched unbelievers? So often, 

Christians – especially those in the buckle of the Bible Belt 

– surround themselves only with other Christians, and 

distance themselves from unbelievers. Yet Jesus calls us to 

go into the world to bear witness about Him (John 17:18). 

We are not to cordon ourselves off from the world in a little 

holy huddle, but we are to mix and mingle and share life 

with those who do not know our Savior, so that we might 

be ambassadors for Jesus to them. I have felt that myself of 

late – my calling is to pastor the flock, yet if I don’t 

intentionally put myself around unbelievers, when will I 

have the opportunities to share the gospel to the lost outside 

the church? 

As we conclude our Missions Festival this weekend, being 

challenged to go across the street and around the world, 

examine your life to see what changes you need to make in 

order to be around unbelievers so that you might have 

opportunities to speak a word for Jesus to them. Pray for 

boldness to take advantage of the open doors that the Lord 

gives you. Invite your friends to join you at our worship 

services. Pray for your preachers, that we might preach with 

an eye to the lost as well as the found, and proclaim a Savior 

who alone can save sinners from the penalty and power and 

presence of sin. And pray for the Holy Spirit to move in the 

lives of the lost, so that we might see conversions. 

 

HOW TO PRAY FOR YOUR MISSIONARIES 
(Taken from a Wycliffe Bible Translators pamphlet)

1. Pray for Open Doors – “Devote yourselves to prayer, 
keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; praying 
at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us 
a door for the word…” (Colossians 4:2-3) 

 Pray that God will open doors of ministry, blessing 
partnerships and friendship 

 Pray that those who serve will be led by the Holy 
Spirit and recognize open-door opportunities 

 Pray that God will lead His people past barriers to 
hearts ready to receive His word 

2. Pray for Boldness in Witness – “And pray on my 
behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of 
my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the 
gospel…” (Ephesians 6:19) 

 Pray that missionaries will have boldness to overcome 
the fear of embarrassment or failure 

 Pray that the Spirit will provide them with words that 
communicate effectively in other cultures and 
languages 

 Pray against evil forces that would seek to hinder the 
spread of the gospel 

3. Pray that God’s Word Will Spread – “Finally, brethren, 
pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and 
be glorified…” (II Thessalonians 3:1) 

 Pray for strength and stamina as missionaries 
encounter antagonistic spiritual forces (Ephesians 
6:10-18) 
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 Pray that people will resist Satan’s plans to obstruct 
the spread of the gospel (James 4:7) 

 Pray that God’s word will indeed spread rapidly and 
be honored where it goes 

4. Pray for Protection – “…and pray that we will be 
rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith.” 
(II Thessalonians 3:2) 

 Pray that God will keep Christian workers safe from 
those who seek to hurt them 

 Pray that God will change the hearts of those who are 
resistant to His Word 

5. Pray for Their Ministry – “Pray…that my service for 
Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints…” (Romans 
15:31) 

 Pray that the missionary’s ministry and attitude will be 
worthy of acceptance 

 Pray that colleagues and fellow believers will be 
supportive 

6. Pray for God’s Guidance – “Pray…so that I may come 
to you in joy by the will of God…” (Romans 15:32) 

 Pray for clear guidance from God regarding travel 
decisions 

 Pray for necessary permissions to travel 

 Pray for protection and provision during their travels 

7. Pray for Refreshment – “Pray that I may… find 
refreshing rest in your company.” (Romans 15:32) 

 Pray that God will provide opportunities for 
missionaries in lonely areas to spend time with other 
believers 

 Pray that God will provide times of peace and 
relaxation to refresh His workers 

 Pray that God will encourage missionaries with the 
knowledge that people back home care about their 
emotional well-being 

 

THE GREAT PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH –  THE REPORT OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS TO THE FIRST GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (1861) 
 

We are deeply impressed with a sense of the obligation laid 

upon the church by her great Head to “go into all the world 

and preach the gospel to every creature,” and the 

consequent claims which the various Pagan, Mohommedan 

[Muslim], Jewish and Papal nations of the earth have upon 

the church for the blessings of a pure gospel; feeling too 

that one of the great ends of the institution of the church 

was that she might in her collective organized strength, 

impart the knowledge of salvation to all the kindreds and 

peoples and tongues among men, and that so far as it has 

been revealed to men that there can be no salvation for the 

heathen without such knowledge; remembering also the 

many tokens of divine favor bestowed upon the efforts of 

Southern Christians while laboring in connection with the 

Presbyterian Church of the United States, and that an 

important portion of that work in the Providence of God 

had been laid upon their shoulders even before they had a 

distinct ecclesiastical organization of their own; and in view 

of the further fact that God by his providence has for some 

years been removing the obstacles that have heretofore 

prevented the introduction of the gospel among the great 

heathen nations of the earth, and has at the same time 

bestowed upon the Southern Church all the means and 

agents necessary for taking a large and distinguished share 

in the great work of evangelizing the nations… 

The General Assembly desires distinctly and deliberately to 

inscribe on our church’s banner as she now first unfurls it 

to the world, in immediate connection with the Headship of 

her Lord, His last command: “Go ye into all the world and 

preach the gospel to every creature;” regarding this as the 

great end of her organization, and obedience to it as the 

indispensable condition of her Lord’s promised presence, 

and as one great comprehensive object a proper conception 

of whose vast magnitude and grandeur is the only thing 

which in connection with the love of Christ can ever 

sufficiently arouse her energies and develop her resources, 

so as to cause her to carry on with the vigor and efficiency 



4 
 

which true fealty to her Lord demands, those other agencies 

necessary to her internal growth and home prosperity.  

The claims of this cause ought therefore to be kept 

constantly before the minds of our people and pressed upon 

their consciences – and every minister owes it to his people 

and to a perishing world to give such instruction on this 

subject as he is able; and to this end the monthly concert [of 

prayer] ought to be devoutly observed by every church on 

the first Sabbath of each month for the purpose of 

missionary instruction as well as prayer, and it would be well 

to accompany their prayers with their offerings. To the same 

end the Assembly earnest enjoins upon all our ministers and 

ruling elders and deacons and Sabbath school teachers, and 

especially upon parents, particular attention to our precious 

youth in training them to feel a deep interest in this work, 

and not only to form habits of systematic benevolence, but 

to feel and respond to the claims of Jesus upon them for 

personal service in the field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONEY CAN BUY YOU HAPPINESS 
By Dr. John Perritt

Contrary to popular opinion, fun has a price tag attached to 

it. Sometimes it’s fun to go get a milkshake for under $5. 

Maybe there’s a movie you’ve been wanting to watch; when 

it’s finally released, you get a group of friends to go watch it 

for just $10. Money buys happiness in these scenarios, and 

it’s pretty cheap. 

Perhaps you’ve saved up some money, and you take a road 

trip with some friends to go see an awesome concert. It’s a 

memory that will last a lifetime and the tickets, gasoline, and 

hotel end up costing each individual just $500. This fun is a 

little pricier, but you still purchased it with money. 

For my tenth anniversary, my wife and I traveled Northern 

California. We saved up for years, and we were able to get 

some airline miles and deals on hotels, but the price tag at 

the end of the trip didn’t matter. To this day, it was one of 

the best trips I’ve ever been on. It created countless 

memories that drew me closer to my wife. It was an 

adventure, to say the least, and money made it a possibility. 

Is travel your idea of fun? Whether it’s Hawaii or Scotland, 

money will get you there. Are you into entertainment? 

Whether it’s a movie night at home or traveling to a 

Hollywood premier, it’s going to take some cash. Maybe you 

follow an NFL team and want to go cheer them on; you 

better have something in the bank account. 

What’s the Deal? 

Why have so many people perpetuated the saying, Money 

can’t buy happiness, when I have clearly demonstrated 

otherwise? Money can buy happiness…lots and lots of 

happiness. Whether it’s an experience with friends and 

family or viewing beautiful sights around the world, money 

is the common denominator required. 

It’s easy to see that ultimately other humans make these 

events what they are. While it certainly would be unique to 

have a private concert in your living room, sharing a concert 

with others makes it beautiful (not to mention the fact that 

a private concert still includes members of the band so you’d 

be sharing it with them). It would be amazing to travel the 

world, but I think it would be a little less amazing to do that 

alone. 

As I said, I absolutely loved traveling Northern California, 

but it would have been a sad trip to be there without my 

wife. In fact, having her there made the trip as special as it 

was. Being moved to tears by a family of deer crossing in 

front of the backdrop of Yosemite was a taste of heaven. 

But viewing all of that while holding my wife’s hand makes 

it a memory etched on my heart forever. 

Money can buy happiness to an extent, but sharing it with 

others puts the exclamation points on those experiences.  



5 
 

God Has Expensive Taste 

Here’s what Christians know to be true – God made all 

things. And since God made all things, his fingerprints are 

on every square inch of creation. Often theologians refer to 

this as common grace in creation. That is, what is true, 

beautiful, and good can be enjoyed by the atheist and the 

Christian. Believers are moved by breathtaking landscapes 

just as unbelievers are. 

What’s interesting about price-tags is that humans 

determine those. Delta Airlines sets the price of a ticket to 

Australia. U2’s agent establishes a price for their concerts. 

The NFL, NBA, & MLB set the price for fans to attend the 

games. 

Buying a milkshake is definitely cheaper than flying across 

the globe, but they’re both fun. The price we attach to each 

one is ultimately pointing to the Creator. God has placed 

value upon creation with his fingerprints, and the monetary 

value we attach to it affirms that reality. 

Maybe a different example will help. Running a stop sign 

and murder are both illegal. Murder, however, has a greater 

punishment attached to it. The reason for this is because 

humans are created in the image of God. Humanity realizes 

this truth, and the greater punishment affirms the value God 

places on humans as his image bearers. 

Similarly, more expensive experiences typically affirm the 

greater beauty. Regardless of the price-tag, attaching 

monetary value to anything is one way of affirming what is 

true, beautiful, and good. 

Maybe we could say that money does indeed buy happiness, 

but God created all that exists, even the emotion of 

happiness. Therefore, we shouldn’t worship money – just 

like we shouldn’t worship any of the created experiences we 

mentioned – we should worship the One who created all 

that has been, all that is, and all that will be. 

 

 


