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MY ENTRANCE INTO GLORY:  DEATH AND THE CHRISTIAN 
Mr. Caleb Cangelosi

In the past weeks, our congregation has lost one of its 

earliest members (Mr. Jack Laws) and one of its most 

recent members (Dr. Ned Wikle). Both deaths have 

greatly impacted all who knew and loved these brothers 

in the faith. An empty absence is now palpably felt in 

the homes where these men once lived and loved, and 

in the pews where they once sat and worshipped. We 

experience no longer 

their joyful smiles, 

familiar routines, and 

encouraging wisdom. 

Wives are widowed, 

children are made 

fatherless, and friends are 

left with only memories. 

The hearts of those left on earth are filled with deep 

pain. And in the midst of heartache, perplexing 

questions about this dreaded enemy called “Death” can 

preoccupy our minds: What happens to Christians when 

they die? Why do Christians die if Jesus has already died 

and suffered the wages of sin? How does resurrection fit 

into the Bible’s view of death?  

Funerals force us to contemplate our own mortality; yet 

being brought face to face with finiteness is actually one 

of the goods God brings out of this evil: “It is better to 

go to a house of mourning than to go to a house of 

feasting, because death is the end of every man, and the 

living takes it to heart” (Ecclesiastes 7:2). C. S. Lewis 

once wrote of war with this truth in mind: “War makes 

death real to us: and that would have been regarded as 

one of its blessings by most of the great Christians of 

the past. They thought 

it good for us to be 

always aware of our 

mortality. I am inclined 

to think they were right” 

(from “Learning in 

Wartime”). It is one 

thing to be aware of our 

mortality, but it is another thing to have a Christian 

perspective on death. So what does the Bible teach us 

about the death of a Christian? At least the following:  

1. When a Christian dies, his soul goes immediately 

into the presence of the Savior. “Today you shall be 

with Me in Paradise,” Jesus told the thief hanging on the 

cross next to Him (Luke 23:43). “To be absent from the 

body” means that we are “at home with the Lord” (II 

Corinthians 5:8). Paul writes that his preference was to 
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be in this state, rather than being at home in the body 

and absent from the Lord. Likewise, he tells the 

Philippians that he has “the desire to depart and be with 

Christ, for that is very much better” (Philippians 1:23). 

In part because to die is to be immediately in Jesus’ 

presence, Paul can say that “to die is gain” (Philippians 

1:21). Communion with our Savior is experienced only 

falteringly in this fallen world, but when we die we will 

know full fellowship with Him whom our soul loves. 

We will sinlessly enjoy His loving presence the instant 

our eyes close in death.  

Perhaps you wonder why those who trust in Jesus even 

die at all, since our sins have been forgiven through the 

death and resurrection of Jesus? The Westminster 

Assembly in the 1600s asked this same question, and 

gave a beautiful answer to it: “Death being the wages of 

sin, why are not the righteous delivered from death, 

seeing all their sins are forgiven in Christ? The righteous 

shall be delivered from death itself at the last day, and in 

death are delivered from the sting and curse of it (I 

Corinthians 15:26, 55-57; Hebrews 2:15; John 11:25-26); 

so that, although they die, yet it is of God’s love (Isaiah 

57:1-2; II Kings 22:20), to free them perfectly from sin 

and misery (Revelation 14:13; Ephesians 5:27), and to 

make them capable of further communion with Christ 

in glory, which they then enter upon (Luke 23:43; 

Philippians 1:23)” (Westminster Larger Catechism #85). 

Our deaths are in fact a gift of grace, freeing us from sin 

(Hebrews 12:23), taking us away from evil and misery 

(Isaiah 57:1), and ushering us into the very presence of 

God Himself. 

2. When a Christian dies, his body, being still 

united to Christ, rests in his grave until the return of 

Christ and resurrection of the body. The Bible is clear 

that because of sin, our bodies turn back into dust 

(Genesis 3:19; Psalm 90:3; 104:29; Job 34:14-15). Yet 

even as dust, believers remain united to their Savior. In I 

Thessalonians 4:14-16, Paul declares that deceased 

believers “have fallen asleep in Jesus” and are “the dead 

in Christ.” The separation of soul and body is the 

essence of death, and it is this separation that leads Paul 

to say we “groan, long to be clothed with our dwelling 

from heaven; inasmuch as we, having put it on, shall not 

be found naked. For indeed while we are in this tent 

[our human body before death], we groan, being 

burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed, but 

to be clothed, in order that what is mortal may be 

swallowed up by life” (II Corinthians 5:2-4; cf. Romans 

8:23). The resurrection body is a “building from God, a 

house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (II 

Corinthians 5:1). Therefore theologians call the period 

between death and resurrection the “intermediate state,” 

for a disembodied existence will give way to a new 

embodied existence – though in a glorified body, free 

from sin, fragility, pain and death (I Corinthians 15:42-

57; Philippians 3:21; Revelation 21:4-5). 

3. When a Christian dies, those he leaves behind are 

filled with grief. In the same letter in which Paul says 

that it’s better to depart and be with Jesus, he also 

remarks that his fellow worker Epaphroditus was sick to 

the point of death, “but God had mercy on him, and 

not on him only but also on me, lest I should have 

sorrow upon sorrow” (Philippians 2:27). One is tempted 

perhaps to ask Paul, “So which one is it? Very much 

better, or sorrow upon sorrow?” Of course, the answer 

is “Both.” For the one who dies death is “very much 

better,” but for those who are left behind there is 

“sorrow upon sorrow.” Paul affirms both these realities. 

Grief is real, as even our Lord Jesus demonstrated at the 

tomb of his friend Lazarus. Even though He knew He 

was about to raise Lazarus from the dead, yet He “was 

deeply moved in spirit, and was troubled,” and He 

joined Martha and Mary in weeping (John 11:33-35). Yet 

the bereaved Christian’s grief is not hopeless – it is filled 

with comfort and assurance as we contemplate the hope 

of the resurrection of the body (I Thessalonians 4:13-

18). With Job we can, through our tears, proclaim 

confidently regarding our own death and the death of 

our brothers and sisters in Jesus, “As for me, I know 

that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will take His 

stand on the earth. Even after my skin is destroyed, yet 

from my flesh I shall see God” (Job 19:25-26).  

The words of the hymn “Jesus Lives and So Shall I,” by 

Christian Gellert, gloriously summarize the Bible’s 

teaching on the Christian and death:  
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Jesus lives, and so shall I. 

Death! thy sting is gone forever! 

He who deigned for me to die, 

Lives, the bands of death to sever. 

He shall raise me from the dust: 

Jesus is my Hope and Trust. 

 

Jesus lives, and reigns supreme, 

And, his kingdom still remaining, 

I shall also be with him, 

Ever living, ever reigning. 

God has promised: be it must: 

Jesus is my Hope and Trust. 

 

Jesus lives, and by his grace, 

Vict'ry o'er my passions giving, 

I will cleanse my heart and ways, 

Ever to his glory living. 

Me he raises from the dust. 

Jesus is my Hope and Trust. 

 

Jesus lives, I know full well 

Nought from him my heart can sever, 

Life nor death nor powers of hell, 

Joy nor grief, hence forth forever. 

None of all his saints is lost; 

Jesus is my Hope and Trust. 

 

Jesus lives, and death is now 

But my entrance into glory. 

Courage, then, my soul, for thou 

Hast a crown of life before thee; 

Thou shalt find thy hopes were just; 

Jesus is the Christian's Trust. 

May the Lord Jesus give us grace to face death with 

courage and faith in Him, and to mourn the loss of our 

loved ones with knowledge, hope, and joy in sorrow.  

  

 

 

WHEN’S THIS SERMON GONNA END?! 
Mr. John Perritt

When I was in middle school my friend and I came up 

with a brilliant plan during Sunday school. We decided 

that we would both go to the “bathroom” during 

morning worship and then sneak off to the youth area 

and play ping-pong.   

As morning worship began, my friend nonchalantly 

asked his parents if he could be excused to go to the 

restroom.  Shortly after that, I also sold the idea to my 

parents that my bathroom break had nothing to do 

with my friend leaving – brilliant!  When I got 

downstairs, my friend was waiting on me and we 

quickly made our way to play some ping-pong. 

I’m really not sure how long we thought this would 

last. I don’t think we really cared. We simply didn’t 

want to have to sit through a boring sermon!  Needless 

to say, it didn’t take my dad long to find us playing 

ping-pong and send us both back to the sanctuary. 

I wish I could say that my dread of sermons ended 

there. No, it continued through high school, college, 

and even some mornings now – if I’m honest – I can 

get a little bored of sermons. However, I can also say 

that the Lord has worked mightily in my heart, and 

there are now times that I love sermons.  Some weeks 

I even listen to extra sermons…crazy, right!? 

As Christians, we need to see the importance of 

sermons. Without a doubt, every pastor is a sinner; 

therefore, they might not preach excellently every 

Sunday. Plus, there may be some pastors that are more 

gifted than others when it comes to preaching. Even 

though this is true, we must see the need and 

importance of listening to the preached Word on 

Sundays. In short, our souls need to hear the Truth.  

Here are some tips to help you enjoy sermons and not 

just endure them. Please note: this is going to take work on 

your part. So, if you’re up for it, here are some thoughts. 
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Sleep 

Now, I obviously don’t mean we need to sleep during 

the sermon. I know that comes easily and naturally to 

most of us. What I mean is that we need to sleep prior 

to the sermon. I know this is ridiculously obvious, but 

I also know many don’t get enough sleep as it is. Plus, 

many stay up a little later on Saturday nights. But I am 

telling you that you will not enjoy sermons when 

you’re still groggy from the night before. You will be 

miserable, and you will continue to endure sermons.  

Practically speaking, you need to go to bed a little 

earlier on Saturday nights. I believe that’s part of what 

God meant when he said, “Remember the Sabbath day, 

to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8). Remembering typically 

occurs the day before. 

Note-Taking 

Passing notes was something big in my day (now you 

can send notes digitally through text and Snapchat), 

but this isn’t what I’m encouraging. I’m simply 

suggesting that it’s a good idea to take sermon notes.  I 

know this sounds tough because you often take notes 

at school, but this is a sure-fire way to help you retain 

what you’re hearing. Far too often we think listening is 

a passive experience, but we must be active listeners.  

Training yourself to write down a statement that 

impacts you will assist in your listening. By doing this, 

more of the sermon will end up resonating in your 

heart and mind. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

If I were listing these practical tips in order of 

importance, this would probably be number one.  

Because of our sin, our heart is inclined to self-love.  

Not only that, but demonic forces (yes, Christians 

believe in demons) are also at work against you (Matt. 

13:19). Therefore, your heart and the devil are working 

to keep you from hearing and receiving the seeds of 

truth from God’s Word. The world is also against 

Christians. Therefore, you need to view Sunday – as 

well as every other day – as a battle. You must be 

“prayed-up” when you enter the sanctuary or you’re 

toast! Also realize that you’ll need to pray throughout 

the sermon. This isn’t a one-and-done sort of thing.  

Pray that God will help you focus. Pray that the Holy 

Spirit would arrest your heart and mind. Pray that 

God’s Word would convict and encourage you.  

Simply pray, “God help me.” He’s a loving Father 

who loves to help his children listen to the Book that’s 

about Him. 

Read 

Lastly, you need to be reading Scripture.  Think of it 

this way, have you ever had a boring conversation with 

someone? Chances are, the conversation is boring due 

to the fact that someone is talking about something we 

just don’t care about. If you never read the Bible, you 

won’t really care to listen to someone talk about it.  It’s 

not so much that you’re disinterested in what the 

person is saying, it’s that you just don’t care enough 

about the book they’re speaking from. Read God’s 

Word prayerfully and ask God to help you want to 

read his Word. 

If you are one who hates sermons, start by trying to 

implement one or some of these.  I know this will 

greatly increase your chances of hearing a sermon, 

receiving a sermon, and, possibly, even enjoying a 

sermon. 

 

 

“IF YOU NEVER READ THE BIBLE, YOU 

WON’T REALLY CARE TO LISTEN TO 

SOMEONE TALK ABOUT IT.” 
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WORSHIP:  OUR HIGHEST CALLING,  OUR GREATEST JOY 
Mrs. Margaret Sprow

Praise the Lord.  How good it is to sing praises to our God, how 
pleasant and fitting to praise Him!  (Psalm 147:1) 

 
Worship is our highest calling and is evidence of our 

relationship with the Lord. It identifies us as His. “Sing 

to the Lord, you saints of His; praise His holy name” 

(Psalm 30:4). Worship comes from knowing God (and 

knowing ourselves) and being known by Him.  We can’t 

worship what we do not know. We can’t worship apart 

from a relationship with God. As we come to know the 

God of our salvation who has called us by name and 

poured out His love on us through Jesus, we respond in 

worship. “Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done 

marvelous things. The Lord has made His salvation 

known and revealed His righteousness to the nations.”  

(Psalm 98:1). 

Our good works flow from a heart given over to the 

worship of God. We dare not get this backwards, 

thinking we need to do good works in order to come 

before our God in worship. Instead worship is the 

motivation for all of life lived to His glory. David Eades, 

our former youth director, used to use an illustration of 

a ship churning through the water, leaving behind a 

wake as evidence of its passing. In the same way, our 

good works, indeed our entire lives, should flow from 

our relationship with and our worship of Almighty God.  

Worship is the believer’s greatest joy. “I rejoiced with 

those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the 

Lord’” (Psalm 122:1). This is completely opposite of 

what the world tells us. We can become so caught up in 

the world, the busyness of our lives and the idolatry of 

our hearts that we don’t rejoice in the worship of God.  

If this is true of us, we must go back to our relationship 

with our Savior and ask His Spirit to renew our hearts, 

reminding us what we have been delivered from.   

Praise is at the heart of our worship. Throughout the 

Bible, but particularly in the Psalms we are exhorted to 

sing and make music to the Lord in worship. “Sing 

joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; it is fitting for the 

upright to praise Him” (Psalm 33:1).  Music was created 

by God for His glory and has been given to us as a gift.  

He has ordained music to be used by His people to 

praise Him. As a hammer is a basic and essential tool in 

every well-outfitted tool box, music is a God-given tool 

given to the church to be used to worship Him. As a 

young boy learns from his father how to properly use a 

hammer, so we can learn how to use our voices and to 

use this gift of music to turn our hearts from ourselves 

to God.    

In Revelation 5:13 we see a picture of the end of time.  

The activity that all creatures are engaged in is worship.  

“Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in 

them, singing: ‘To Him who sits on the throne and to 

the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power for 

ever and ever!’” May we be ever praising Him on earth 

as we anticipate our eternal worship in heaven!   

 

 

GRIEVING FORBIDDEN 
Dr. John Kwasny

We are edging ever so close to living in a world where 

grieving is forbidden – if the modern mental health 

establishment has anything to say about it. While that 

may sound wildly paranoid to you, consider the historic 

changes to the DSM (the diagnostic manual for mental 

health professionals) reviewed in a recent article in USA 

Today (May, 2013): Since the DSM update in 1994, 

the guideline has been that when symptoms 

(sadness, distress, insomnia, trouble concentrating, 

lack of appetite) begin within two months of a 

loved one's death but do not persist beyond two 

months psychiatrists should not diagnose 'major 

depressive disorder.' In earlier decades, 

psychiatrists waited a year for such a diagnosis. 
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Translation: Historically, people were allowed to grieve 

for at least a year before mental health experts 

considered the person depressed. But over the last 

twenty years, people are only allowed to grieve for 

TWO MONTHS. That's right, if you are still sad and 

distressed, have trouble sleeping, eating, and 

concentrating after two months of a loved one’s death, 

you are eligible to be called 

“clinically depressed.” What 

happened to the common 

sense that grieving is a slow 

process that takes time? The 

age-old idea of at least a year 

of normal, healthy grief had to 

do with the understanding 

that people needed to get through the regular events 

that would bring sadness (holidays, birthday, etc.).  Time 

was seen to be essential for people to gradually adjust to 

life without a loved one. 

As a Biblical counselor, I have been troubled by this 

change ever since 1994. But lo and behold, it has now 

officially gotten more distressing. Here's the rest of the 

story: The new DSM-5 narrows the window to two 

weeks. So a person with five of nine symptoms of 

depression, regardless of the reason, could be 

diagnosed as mentally ill.   

No, that's not a typo. The new psychiatric guidelines 

make a person eligible for clinical depression just TWO 

WEEKS after a major loss. In other words, you better 

start learning to grieve much more quickly! If your 

sadness extends for more than fourteen days, it is no 

longer normal in the eyes of the mental health 

establishment. So what's behind this change of thinking 

by the “experts”? One more section from the USA 

Today article will clarify: Removing the [normal grief] 

exclusion allows psychiatrists to cast a wider net by 

more quickly diagnosing mental illness and 

offering treatment. 

A kind translation: Because the mental health experts 

are so concerned about people becoming clinically 

depressed, it's better to catch the signs early than to 

allow it go untreated. A more realistic translation: If 

we expand the diagnosis, more people will see 

themselves as mentally diseased, requiring our therapy 

and medication, and thereby expanding our client 

base. Either way you choose to look at it, the line 

between “normal grief” and “abnormal depression” has 

now become thoroughly blurred with this change, 

effectively communicating that grief must only be short 

and sweet. So, yes, it does 

seem to me that if the 

psychiatric world had its 

way, grief would be 

basically forbidden, since 

it has so many symptoms 

that are similar to 

depression. 

Now to be fair, our mental health experts are simply 

reflecting cultural changes just as much as they are 

seeking to change them. Moderns seem to fear sadness 

in themselves and especially in others more than in past 

generations. Happiness is society’s highest goal. But 

more than that, people must be consistently happy all of 

the time!  Being “depressed” for any period of time for 

any reason is just unacceptable. Most people want quick 

and even instant solutions to sadness in order to get 

back to being happy and productive. Sadness is just a 

big time waster, and is treated like the common cold – if 

I get it, how do I quickly get rid of it? So the mental 

health community is playing to its consumers who are 

more and more comfortable with being diagnosed so 

they can receive treatment. 

You may be thinking: Who cares what the psychiatric 

community says! Christians should know that normal 

grief is not only healthy, but is God’s design for us when 

we experience loss. We are supposed to grieve the loss 

of those we love AND we must even grieve our 

sinfulness as well! To deny the grieving process is to 

deny the Biblical healing of the heart, soul, and mind. In 

reality, to not grieve is a bigger problem, and creates 

even more difficulties later in life. Yes, I agree – who 

cares what the psychiatric establishment puts in their 

DSM. But unfortunately, Christians are very much 

influenced by what the mental health experts teach. 

Many seek their wisdom rather than the counsel guided 

“TO DENY THE GRIEVING PROCESS IS 

TO DENY THE BIBLICAL HEALING OF 

THE HEART, SOUL, AND MIND.”  
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by the Word and the Spirit. And there are way too many 

Christian counselors and other helpers that put stock in 

this so-called expertise as well. 

Much more can (and will) be said on the subject. But 

let's end with this truth: this is again why it is so 

essential to teach ALL of God's Word to the next 

generation, and train them to ground their thinking in 

true wisdom rather than this worldly wisdom. Let us not 

forbid our children, youth, AND adults to grieve, but 

teach them to grieve with the hope that is found in 

Christ and the gospel! 

 
 

 

 

 

 


