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JUSTICE,  PEACE,  AND ABORTION:   
AN INTERVIEW WITH MR.  EVERETT WHITE  

 

Summarize in a few sentences what God has called 

you to do.  

In terms of vocation, God has called me to be a lawyer. 

I've wanted to be a lawyer since I was a kid, and I never 

seriously considered anything else. I've been practicing 

now for 12 years. Until 6 months ago, I was 

a litigation partner at a big firm. But I recently joined a 

boutique healthcare firm and I've really enjoyed it.   

How does having a Biblical worldview transform 

the way you practice law?  

A Biblical worldview transforms every aspect 

of practicing law. It transforms the day-to-day decisions, 

such as how you talk to opposing lawyers, how you bill 

your clients, and whether you accept certain cases. But 

it also transforms the ultimate goal of the work. It shifts 

the focus from winning at all costs to working in a way 

that pleases the Lord. 

Tim Keller's book on work (Every Good Endeavor) has 

been helpful to me on this subject. He reminds 

believers to try and connect our work to an attribute of 

God or to His work. In my practice, that is 

usually God's justice. When I'm drafting a brief, or 

taking a deposition, or negotiating with the other side, I 

try to remind myself that we are pursuing justice. And 

justice is a real thing. God has shown us what justice 

looks like in Scripture, and He cares deeply about justice 

being done.  

Of course, I want the best result for our clients, but not 

if the result is unjust. There's a natural tension there, 

and finding the right way to simultaneously 

pursue justice and your client's interest is not always 

easy.   
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How should Christians think about lawyers?  

Lawyers do a lot of different things, so it's difficult to 

come up with a universal statement on how Christians 

should think about them. One way to think about them 

is as peacemakers. Whether you’re a doctor in a dispute 

with the government about billing, or a business who 

has suffered because someone else breached a contract, 

or your crazy sister thinks she's entitled to all of 

your parents' estate, lawyers are the ones who can help 

make peace.  

You are passionate about the issue of abortion – 

how should a Christian understanding of justice 

and the law guide us as we think about this issue 

that is so controversial in our day?    

That’s a hugely important question, and I think you’re 

right to link justice and the law as guides. There’s no 

way to answer adequately in such a short space, but I’ll 

try to make two points. One, abortion is a massive 

injustice—arguably the greatest injustice of our time. 

And two, our response to this injustice should be 

proportional and yet consistent with our obligations to 

the law of the land. 

As to the first point, there’s an idea in the air that all 

sins are equal in the eyes of the Lord. That’s not true. 

The smallest sin surely separates us from God, but 

Scripture is clear that some sins are more heinous than 

others. Murdering your brother is worse than stealing 

his property. 

If a fetus is a person, then abortion is the unjust killing 

of an image bearer. And that is a really big deal to God. 

It should, therefore, be a big deal to us. I think most 

Christians are against abortion, but my sense is that 

we’re not as outraged as we should be; we’ve been 

somewhat anesthetized to it. I agree with one author’s 

observation that if they were shooting toddlers 

execution-style, there would probably be more outrage. 

But it’s really no different (a fetus is just younger, 

smaller, and lives somewhere else). 

So how should Christians respond to the injustice of 

abortion? That question leads to the second point. The 

Sixth Commandment requires us to act to preserve the 

life of others. So we should do something. Yet abortion 

is legal, and Christians owe certain obligations to the 

civil law. Christians must, as a general rule, obey the law 

and respect the government’s authority as God’s 

appointed agent for administering justice. In other 

words, individuals can’t ignore laws they dislike, and 

they don’t have the power of the sword. I think there’s 

room for non-violent (repeat: non-violent) civil 

disobedience to preserve life, but that’s a different 

article.  

Our response to abortion, in short, must be both 

proportional to the injustice and consistent with our 

obligations to the law. It must fall somewhere on the 

spectrum between doing nothing and storming the 

abortion clinic with an assault rifle. What that looks like 

on a daily basis is different for everybody. 

For Christians who live in Mississippi, I think praying 

for, donating to, and volunteering at the Center for 

Pregnancy Choices (CPC) is one of the best things we 

can do. CPC, which the church supports, provides a 

host of services (e.g., ultrasounds, counselling, etc.) to 

pregnant women. It just opened a facility in Fondren 

near the last remaining abortion clinic in the State and 

is in need of monthly supporters. I don’t mean for this 

to sound like an ad for CPC, but I think they are really 

on the front lines giving women hope, loving them, and 

pointing them towards Christ. 
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 13 REASONS WHY 
By Ms. Molly Dawkins 

 
On March 31 Netflix released 13 episodes of the new 

show 13 Reasons Why. The show tells the story of 

Hannah Baker, a junior in high school who has 

committed suicide. Viewers learn about her life and 

death through flashbacks and the cassette tapes she’s 

left behind. Before committing suicide, Hannah records 

13 cassette tapes with the reasons why she killed herself. 

For each reason there is a person connected to her 

death. The story on reality’s side is told through a boy 

named Clay, a friend and eventual romantic interest of 

Hannah. The story starts when he receives the tapes. 

I’ve watched the first 10 episodes of the show. Since I 

work with POPC’s youth, I thought it would be a good 

idea to learn more about this show in order to be able 

to engage in conversations with those that have 

watched it. The show covers a wide range of topics: 

anxiety, depression, peer pressure, homosexuality, 

betrayal, sending sexually explicit text messages, rape, 

drug use, premarital sex, and of course suicide.  

When I first started watching I was mostly intrigued. 

Since I work with teenagers, youth culture fascinates me. 

This show truly provides a window into the lives of 

teens: their thoughts, their emotions, their insecurities. 

The landscape is raw and unfiltered. The honesty to 

their pain is a strange combination of unsettling and 

refreshing. The unsettling part is easy to pick out if 

you’ve watched the show or even read articles about it. 

But why do I say refreshing? Our teens are living in a 

world where they are pressured to post a picture perfect 

world on their Instagrams or SnapChats. In 13 Reasons, 

that is shaken. We get to go behind the scenes to see 

what they’re really feeling.   

My intrigue turned to sadness in the fourth episode. In 

this episode Hannah talks about having a stalker. She 

could hear the snaps of a camera when she would walk 

home, but never knew where it was coming from. She 

and her friend Courtney decide to set a trap at her house 

one night. Her parents are gone so they start drinking. 

Her friend is gay, but no one knows. Her friend kisses 

her. They hear the camera and expose the stalker who 

turns out to be the yearbook photographer Tyler. But 

it’s too late – he’s taken a picture of the two girls kissing. 

The picture ends up circulating around the school 

causing rumors and adding to Hannah’s already 

damaged reputation. Upon hearing the tape, Clay takes 

a nude of Tyler from outside his window and sends it 

to everyone at school for revenge.   

Why is the show so sad? Sin is running rampant in all 

of their lives, and there’s no hope. The sin struggles 

Hannah faces are both external and internal (though she 

may not acknowledge the internal struggles). She’s 

dealing with the outside forces of those that have sinned 

against her. Hannah has no doubt had a lot of bad 

things happen to her. She’s also dealing with her own 

sin. Hannah is very selfish. We can see this to be true in 

the way she committed suicide. She left tapes behind to 

cause others deep emotional and psychological pain. 

She doesn’t take any responsibility for her own actions. 

I’ve seen no traces of redemption in the show. Clay’s 

revenge on Tyler is not redemptive. It’s only continuing 

the pattern of sin.  

How would life have been different for Hannah if she 

were a Christian? She would have known her true 

identity was in Christ, not in what others think of her. 

She would have known that God never leaves us or 

forsakes us in our darkest times. She would have known 

a real love where there is no betrayal, but perfect 

security. She would have known her life is not her own 

to do as she pleases or to even take it herself.  

I can’t fully recommend watching the show. It’s very 

graphic in its depiction of sexual scenes and rape (I had 

to look away for most of episode 9). But this show does 

provide a great opportunity for us to see into the lives 

of our teenagers, to see what it is they’re walking into at 

school. We see the pressures of their relationships, and 

the pressures of obtaining happiness at all cost.  

Ask your teens, “Have you watched this show? Are 

your friends watching it?” Process it with them.  
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HOW SHOULD THE CHRISTIAN THINK ABOUT A NEW PRESIDENT? 
By Mr. Madison Taylor 

 
 

The 2016 presidential election has come and gone. 

Unfortunately – but predictably – the partisan acrimony 

leading up to the election did not depart with it. This 

time around, presidential power was transferred from 

one party to the other. When this happens, partisans on 

opposing sides swap postures. Those whose party 

gained power rejoice, having spent the prior 

administration wringing their collective hands and 

decrying the prior administration’s policies. Conversely, 

those whose party lost out will take up handwringing 

and decry the grave danger the incoming administration 

poses. This remains the status quo until presidential 

power changes hands again and another cycle is 

completed. 
 

It is easy to fall into the partisan mindset, seeing one 

party as righteous and the other as profane. To be sure, 

elections have consequences, and these consequences 

are often significant. The vacancy on the United States 

Supreme Court that was created by the sudden death of 

Justice Antonin Scalia, and the issue of who would 

receive the lifetime appointment to replace him, 

brought into focus just how consequential a single 

election can be. In this case the “balance” of the 

Supreme Court remains, for the most part, where it was 

before, whereas a different appointment to that 

position could have dramatically shifted the court on a 

number of important issues. As Christians, we should 

care about and for our governments – and that requires 

vigilance and involvement in the process. But in doing 

so, we must keep local, national, and even global politics 

in the proper perspective. There are several ways 

Christians can think about these issues from a Biblical 

perspective. 
 

First, we can rejoice in God’s sovereignty over all 

aspects of our lives. The Bible is clear that God is 

sovereign over nations. We are told that God “rules 

over the nations” (Psalm 22:28) and “reigns over the 

nations” (Psalm 47:8). More specifically, “God changes 

times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings” 

(Daniel 2:21). While it is right to care about our nation 

and our civil authorities, we can rest in the assurance 

that God is sovereign over all.  
 

Second, the Bible has much to say about how we should 

think about and relate to the civil authorities. 

Submitting to civil authorities is an easier task when the 

civil authorities are doing what is right; less so when 

they are acting contrary to God’s word. The original 

audience for I Peter was Christians who were under 

intense persecution from their civil authorities. 

Nevertheless, the admonition was, “Be subject for the 

Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to 

the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him 

to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do 

good… Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear 

God. Honor the emperor” (I Peter 2:13-14, 17). This 

strikes me as a corollary to God’s sovereignty – we can 

submit to civil authorities, even those who might 

overtly persecute us, because we know that God is 

sovereign. 
 

Third, no elected official can “save us.” A great 

hopefulness can follow when a politician of your 

choosing replaces someone you disfavor. But these 

expectations should be tempered by the fact that all civil 

authorities are merely human and are therefore broken. 

We are told in the Psalms: “Put not your trust in 

princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation” 

(Psalm 146:3). Elections and political decisions are 

important, but even when we feel that the “right 

person” is in office, we err when we rest our hope in 

that person.    
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Fourth, we should remember that “our citizenship is in 

heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ” (Philippians 3:20). We categorize ourselves into 

many different groups: nationality, political party, 

ethnicity, occupation, hometown, school, favorite 

sports teams, et al. We often identify ourselves by 

“membership” in these groups, and which one we 

emphasize depends on context. In the office or in the 

courtroom, I am generally identified by my vocation as 

an “attorney.” While these categories are not necessarily 

bad in and of themselves, they are bad when they 

become distractions. Our ultimate and overriding 

identity is as citizens of heaven, as co-heirs with Christ. 

When we get caught up in partisan-political frenzy, we 

emphasize our worldly “memberships” and minimize 

our identity in Christ (John 3:30).  
 

Ultimately, our hope should rest in God’s sovereignty 

over human affairs. Keeping this perspective allows us 

to rise above partisan politics and neither trust our 

authorities to deliver us from evil nor despair that they 

will deliver us to evil. 

 

 

SUMMER READING  
By Mr. Caleb Cangelosi 

 
The title of this article either brings back fond 

memories of curling up in your favorite reading 

nook and entering fantastic worlds with your new 

best friends, or it brings back terrible memories of 

monotony and dread at the prospect of a reading 

quiz the first day of school in August. But summer 

reading is a good idea – and not just for children in 

school. The different pace of the summer months, 

vacations, and longer days give ample reasons for 

picking up a book or e-reader and expanding your 

mind.  

Ecclesiastes 12:12 is a good check on those who 

love to read, of course: “Of making many books 

there is no end, and much study is a weariness to 

the flesh.” But when Paul in prison, for what did he 

long? “When you come [he says to Timothy], bring 

the…books, and above all the parchments” (II 

Timothy 4:13). Though like any created thing they 

can become an idol, books are a blessing. Indeed, 

they are indispensable to growth as a Christian life. 

Without reading (or listening to an audiobook) we 

cannot have the word of God implanted deep into 

our hearts and minds. And I’m not only talking 

about the Bible. Books that explain the Bible, 

books that explain the human condition, books that 

describe the journeys of Christians throughout 

history, books that explain how God’s world works, 

whether fiction or nonfiction, whether written in 

the 21st century or the 17th century or the 2nd 

century – all are worthy of our time and energy.  

The elders of Pear Orchard long for all of God’s 

people to be readers. That’s why we’re teaching 

through Pilgrim’s Progress this summer. More 

importantly, that’s why we’re reading through it. I 

want our class to be able to say they’ve read all the 

way through this Christian classic. But 17th century 

Puritans didn’t write the way we’re used to writing 

or reading. And so reading them is not easy. In fact, 

it might feel like work. But as the saying goes, “No 

pain, no gain.” Or as the doctor told Tom Young 

after his knee replacement surgery, “If you’re not 

crying, you’re not trying.” Reading the Puritans isn’t 

as difficult as knee surgery. Indeed, reading  the 

Puritans is far easier than reading Faulkner! I’ll 

never forget finishing Faulkner’s Absalom, Absalom 

in 11th grade. Now that was hard reading. But 

though they’re easier to read than Faulkner, the 

Puritans are still tough sledding, and so by reading 

Pilgrim’s Progress together, we’ll help each other 

make it through – and I hope that we’ll be more 
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prepared and desirous to pick up other Puritan 

classics on our own. Or the 18th-19th century 

American Presbyterians. Or even the 20th and 21st 

century authors. The latter are far more accessible, 

so why don’t you start there this summer?  

Here are a few recommendations. If you’ve never 

read Trusting God by Jerry Bridges, do it. The same 

goes for Knowing God and Evangelism and the 

Sovereignty of God, by J. I. Packer. R. C. Sproul’s 

classics Knowing Scripture, Chosen by God, and The 

Holiness of God are required reading for every 

believer. John Murray’s Redemption Accomplished and 

Applied is more difficult, but absolutely worth the 

effort (though he lived in the 20th century, he wrote 

like someone from the 19th century, so have a 

dictionary handy). John Stott’s The Cross of Christ is 

pure gold, as is Donald Macleod’s Christ Crucified. 

And don’t forget our own John Perritt’s Your Days 

are Numbered, and his newest book, What Would 

Judas Do? What better way to redeem the time this 

summer than with a book, or even two? 

May the Lord grant us – through words – a deeper 

knowledge of Him and His word this summer.   

 


