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WELCOMING CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS  
INTO CORPORATE WORSHIP 

Dr. John Kwasny

On the surface, it seems like a no-brainer that we 

would welcome children with special needs to the 

regular worship of God’s people.  Don’t we want 

all men and women, boys and girls to be included 

in the community of worshipers?  Isn’t this what 

Christianity is all about?  But when we dig a bit 

deeper, three objections to their inclusion typically 

spring up: 

1. Children with special needs (depending on 

their disability) cannot understand the sermon.  

2. Children with special needs cannot truly 

participate in a typical worship service.      

3. Children with special needs can be a 

distraction to other worshipers. 

Now, before we deal with these objections, it 

should be noted that these are the same objections 

raised against having ANY children in corporate 

worship.  The rationale for the “children’s church 

model” is typically based on the desire to give 

children a worship experience that is on their 

educational level, and to keep them from becoming 

a distraction to adult worshipers.  So, if church 

leaders are not committed to welcoming any 

children into corporate worship, then this question 

is moot.  But, if we do believe Scripture teaches us 

that ALL of God’s people are to worship together 

(Deuteronomy 31, Matthew 19), then we may 

address these objections. 

First, depending on the disability, it can certainly be 

a challenge for children to understand the average 

sermon.  But does that inability automatically 

exclude them from worship?  If this is the case, 

then there may also be senior members who have 

trouble comprehending, or members who struggle 

in school.  Should they be placed into a service that 

fits their educational needs too?  This objection 

ends up making the worship service into a mere 

classroom, or just an educational experience.  Do 

we just come to worship to learn more about God 

and how to live before Him?  Or, are there other 

places in church life that are better educational 
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opportunities (Sunday School, small groups, Bible 

studies, catechism class, etc.)? And, even if 

individuals cannot understand the entire sermon, 

will there not be parts of it that will resonate?  Let’s 

never forget that it is the Holy Spirit who gives us 

any understanding in the first place.   

Second, there are children with special needs who 

will not be able to participate fully in the worship 

service.  They can’t sing the songs or pray the 

prayers or receive the Lord’s Supper.  Again, we 

must ask if the inability to participate is a reason for 

exclusion.  Is the activity of worship solely based 

on being able to sing well, pray well, etc.?  The 

gathering of God’s people for worship is just 

that—a gathering of worshipers.  We assemble as 

the body of Christ to offer 

our worship to our 

Heavenly Father.  And, if 

we pay close attention, 

individuals with special 

needs can also produce 

joyous worship in their 

own special way!  Let us 

not forget the reality is that we all come with 

inability.  None of us are able, in and of ourselves, 

to worship the living God.  Individuals with 

disabilities just tend to have the more obvious need 

for help to be able to worship.  “Nothing in my 

hand I bring, only to thy cross I cling,” should be 

the cry of all our hearts!    

The third objection may be the most challenging of 

all, even if it is often unspoken.  Children with 

special needs can be a distraction, especially those 

with disabilities like autism or ones that have vocal 

and bodily manifestations.  Add to that, the parents 

who are distracted over concerns about their 

children distracting others from worship!  But, let’s 

be honest, there are plenty of children and youth 

who can be a distraction in the service as well, not 

to mention our own personal distractions of fatigue, 

wandering minds, and even hunger.  So, do we 

really want to exclude people from worship based 

on their distraction of others?  Or, are all 

worshipers responsible to deal with all distractions, 

furthering our need for the Spirit to work in our 

hearts and minds?  While we certainly must be 

considerate of others, including our pastors and 

worship leaders, it should not be at the expense of 

children who need to be welcomed into the 

worship of King Jesus.   

With these objections answered, we must still 

recognize that welcoming children with special 

needs into worship is a significant challenge.  That’s 

why every local church needs a disability ministry!   

Believing in the 

principle that ALL of 

our children must be 

included in corporate 

worship must 

connect to the wise 

practice of inclusion.  

Some of our children 

may need buddies in the worship service so that 

their parents can worship.  Some children may only 

be able to make it through part of the service, and 

then need extra care and training in a quiet room.  

The congregation will need regular encouragement 

to understand the inclusion of all those with special 

needs.  Great patience and care will be required to 

enable all of God’s people to worship together as 

the body of Christ, for the glory of God!   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

“LET US NOT FORGET THE REALITY IS 

THAT WE ALL COME WITH INABILITY. 

NONE OF US ARE ABLE, IN AND OF 

OURSELVES, TO WORSHIP THE 

LIVING GOD.” 
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THE BACHELOR:  THE ORIGINAL HUNGER GAMES 
Ms. Molly Dawkins

“Will you accept this rose?” That’s the classic line 

from ABC’s hit TV show The Bachelor. This year 

they celebrated their twentieth season. On 

Valentine’s Day they aired a special episode called 

“Celebrating Love” where contestants from past 

seasons all gathered for a Bachelor wedding. This 

reality dating show originally began in 2002. Each 

season there are twenty-five women competing 

for one man’s heart. As to be expected, the 

seasons are filled with heartbreak, excitement, 

tears, jealousy, and the occasional fairytale ending. 

And America keeps on watching. 7.7 million 

tuned in to this past season’s premiere. 

Confession, I am one of those Americans. 

Although, we’re actually referred to as Bachelor 

Nation.  

Why after fourteen years do we keep on watching? 

I haven’t watched all twenty seasons of The 

Bachelor or all eleven seasons of The Bachelorette, but 

out of those I’ve probably watched seven 

Bachelors and four Bachelorettes in their journeys 

to find love.  

I think there are at least two reasons why people 

watch—our hearts are attracted to sin and 

darkness, and we are created for relationships. 

The first reason I watch is due to the sinfulness of 

my own heart that is attracted to the backstabbing 

and jealousy that occurs throughout the show. 

Through this we can see a parallel to the recent 

blockbuster phenomenon The Hunger Games. In 

the first movie Caesar Flickerman, the host of the 

Hunger Games, narrates the action of the games, 

“I think those are tracker jackers. Am I wrong? 

Those things are very lethal. For those of you 

who don’t know tracker jackers are genetically 

engineered wasps whose venom cause searing 

pain, hallucinations, and in extreme cases…death.” 

In Flickerman’s voice and the look in his eyes, it’s 

easy to see that even though these tracker jackers 

will cause others pain, Flickerman can’t look away 

and is fascinated by what will happen. The 

Bachelor’s host Chris Harrison plays off this 

fascination as well. In his asides to the audience or 

pointed questions to contestants after rejection, 

we feed off their pain.  

The second reason is that (no matter how twisted 

and absurd this show is) we’re designed for 

relationships. At the beginning of creation we 

hear God say, “Let Us make man in Our image, 

according to Our likeness (Genesis 1:26). Our 

God is a triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Our God is a relational being and so are we. As 

Tim Keller writes in his book The Meaning of 

Marriage, “There’s a deep longing in all of us for 

not only a vertical relationship with God, but also 

horizontal relationships with other human beings” 

(Keller, 120). God tells us it is not good for the 

man to be alone (Genesis 2:18). And so, 

sometimes in our world, people go on reality 

dating TV shows in the hope of finding true love 

and companionship. 

Out of all the seasons of The Bachelor and The 

Bachelorette there are only a few success stories, but 

every so often these successful couples’ presence 

is requested for major events. They parade them 

out like trophies. Again this is eerily similar to The 

Hunger Games. The main characters Katniss and 

Peeta are two teenagers selected to compete in the 

Hunger Games, an annual competition of survival 

put in place by the Capitol to prevent a rebellion. 

Katniss and Peeta survive the games, but when 

we meet up with them again in the second movie, 
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it’s time for another hunger games. The victors 

are required to participate in the Victory Tour 

visiting all the districts. They thought the trauma 

of the games was over, but they realize they’ll 

never escape it as their mentor Haymitch reveals, 

“This trip? Girl wake up, this trip doesn’t end 

when you get back home. You never get off this 

train. You two are mentors now--that means that 

every year they’re going to drag you out and 

broadcast the details of your romance. Every year 

your private life becomes theirs. From now on 

your job is to be a distraction. So people forget 

what the real problems are.”  

Likewise through The Bachelor, we broadcast the 

details of their romance. Their private lives 

become ours. A segment from the special episode 

“Celebrating Love” showed season 7 couple 

Ashley and J.P. doing an ultra sound on TV. The 

doctor announces, “It’s a boy!” and the crowd 

goes wild. 

Why do we get so involved? Are they distractions 

from our real lives? We see them go on fabulous 

dates to the Bahamas or circle an island in a 

helicopter. Are they living the lives we want? Do 

we think that will fulfill us? There’s nothing 

wrong with pursuing horizontal relationships 

because we know that’s part of our design. But we 

must know those relationships can’t stand under 

that pressure. Our vertical relationship with God 

has to remain central. In this relationship with 

God alone will we find the love and acceptance 

that we crave. Keller writes, “The gospel is this: 

We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than 

we ever dared believe, yet at the very same time 

we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ 

than we ever dared hope” (Keller, 44).  

 

THE ADVERSARY AND THE INTERCESSOR:  HOPE FOR THE 

TEMPTED,  TRIED,  AND FREQUENTLY FAILING 
Mr. Caleb Cangelosi

I love the hymn “Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners” 

– but one line makes me uncomfortable every time 

I sing it: “Jesus! What a strength in weakness! Let 

me hide myself in him; tempted, tried, and 

sometimes failing, he, my strength, my vict’ry wins.” 

Sometimes failing? How about many times, often, 

frequently? I need the strength of Jesus every day 

because I am incredibly weak and full of sin. My 

heart is covered with more than enough nooks and 

crannies on which Satan can get a handhold 

through temptation to pull me down.  

Recently, the words of Jesus to Peter in Luke 

22:31-32 have been a source of great comfort to me 

in my struggle against sin and temptation: “Simon, 

Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that 

he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for 

you that your faith may not fail. And when you 

have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” In 

these verses we see two prayer requests – Satan’s 

demand to shake us to pieces, and Jesus’ 

intercession to uphold us when we fall. We see as 

well the ministry that results due to the prayer of 

Jesus. In the experience of Peter’s denial of Jesus 

and his repentance, our hearts find hope. 

Several things stand out from Jesus’ opening words 

to Simon Peter – “Satan demanded to have you, 

that he might sift you like wheat…” First, notice 

that Satan’s request is violent: he desired to sift the 

disciples (the “you” in 22:31 is plural) like wheat, 

shaking them through a sieve, as it were, breaking 
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them to pieces, and bringing them to ruin. Just as 

he was permitted to assault Job and his family 

violently, so Satan is allowed to afflict the eleven, 

and Peter in particular, with grievous effect. He 

seeks to devour us as well, and so we must be 

watchful (I Peter 5:8).  Second, recognize that God at 

times grants Satan’s requests and accedes to his 

“demands,” at least in part. Though the Scriptures 

are clear that God is never the source of sin or 

temptation (James 1:13-15), yet it is plain from the 

disciples’ experience following these words that the 

sovereign God, while not allowing Satan to “have” 

His elect ultimately, is willing to give us over to 

Satan’s temptations. This is 

a sobering reality, and in 

part should lead us never 

to be surprised when we 

fall into grievous sin. To be 

sure, we ought never to be 

satisfied in or content with 

our sin, for which we are 

always responsible – yet we shouldn’t be surprised 

by it either. Third, never forget that Satan must ask 

permission of God to tempt and try us. We see this 

reality in the experience of Job (Job 1:6ff.), and 

here in the life of the disciples. Satan does not have 

absolute, sovereign sway over us, but is limited – he 

prowls about like a roaring lion, yes, but he is a lion 

on a leash. There is comfort in knowing that Satan 

cannot do to us whatever he might wish, but must 

submit to the will of our loving heavenly Father. 

We also find incredible hope in the fact that while 

Satan our adversary desires our harm, Jesus our 

Priest intercedes for us: “…but I have prayed for 

you that your faith may not fail.” If the shaking of 

Satan is terrifying, even more assuring is the praying 

of Jesus! Jesus prays for Peter in particular (the 

pronoun here is singular), knowing that he will bear 

the brunt of the devil’s assaults, and must rise to 

lead the weary band of disciples after the 

resurrection. He prays that Peter’s faith will not 

give out totally. If Peter were left to his own 

strength and pride, surely he, like Judas, would fall 

and never get up again. But He who always lives to 

intercede for the saints (Hebrews 7:25; Romans 

8:34) knows and can sympathize with our 

weaknesses, since He has been tempted in every 

way as we are, yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15). He 

knows our peculiar sin struggles, and knows how to 

pray most pointedly in our time of need. The 

prayers of Jesus are effectual, and they are fervent. 

Therefore “the righteous man falls seven times, and 

rises again” (Proverbs 24:16). Our hope in time of 

temptation is not 

found within 

ourselves, but in the 

heavenly throne 

room, where the 

Lord rebukes the 

accuser, clothes us 

with His 

righteousness in place of our sin, and empowers us 

to walk in His ways with greater and greater delight 

every day (see Zechariah 3:1-7). 

That brings us to the final thing Jesus’ words to 

Peter teach us: when we are tempted and actually 

fall, the prayers of Jesus on our behalf drive us to 

repentance and ministry to others in their time of 

weakness (cf. I Samuel 12:19ff.). “And when you 

have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” Jesus’ 

words prophesy not only Peter’s denials, but his 

reaffirmation of faith (see John 21); and they lay 

out his mission of encouragement, reinforcing, and 

helping the weak (cf. I Thessalonians 5:14). God’s 

purposes in allowing Satan to sift us like wheat are 

many. In the words of the Westminster Confession 

of Faith, “The most wise, righteous, and gracious 

God doth oftentimes leave, for a season, his own 

children to manifold temptations, and the 

corruption of their own hearts, to chastise them for 

 

“IF THE SHAKING OF SATAN IS 

TERRIFYING, EVEN MORE ASSURING IS 

THE PRAYING OF JESUS!” 
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their former sins, or to discover unto them the 

hidden strength of corruption and deceitfulness of 

their hearts, that they may be humbled; and, to raise 

them to a more close and constant dependence for 

their support upon himself, and to make them 

more watchful against all future occasions of sin, 

and for sundry other just and holy ends” (WCF 5.5). 

One of the “sundry other” goals of God in leaving 

us to ourselves is to equip us with patience, 

understanding, and ability to support those who 

would fall around us. He equips us for ministry 

through our own failures. He turns our evil to good.  

Are you tempted, tried and frequently failing? Hear 

Jesus: though God allows Satan to shake you, Jesus 

is praying for you, that your faith will not fail. So 

when you fall, get up, and turn your trial against 

your enemy, using it for the good of those around 

you, and the glory of God.  

 

 

FAMILY WORSHIP 
Dr. William Swan Plumer (1802-1880)

William Swan Plumer was a 19th century Southern 

Presbyterian church planter, pastor, seminary professor, 

theologian, and prolific author. You can find more of his 

writings online at www.williamswanplumer.wordpress.com.  

Persons need personal and sometimes peculiar 

favors, and therefore personal prayer is proper. 

Families need family and often peculiar blessings, 

without which they are miserable, and therefore 

they should pray. Where is there any flaw in this 

reasoning?  

It is admitted that family prayer, properly engaged 

in, is a blessing to all concerned. How could it be 

otherwise? God has rich blessings for all that call 

upon his name. If churches and even nations may 

profitably give a united cry for mercy, surely a 

lesser company, that of a household, may fitly 

engage in the same duty. Could reasoning be fairer? 

Some demand an express precept enjoining family 

worship. Perhaps none can be given that will satisfy 

them. And yet one would think that such words as 

these ought to solve all doubts: “As for me and my 

house we will serve the Lord;” “I will walk within 

my house with a perfect heart;” “Pour out thy fury 

upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the 

families that call not on thy name.” Josh. 24:15; 

Psa. 101:2; Jer. 10:25. Surely here is authority 

enough. Will any wise man leave his house 

uncovered and his family exposed to the wintry 

blasts? That would, indeed, be folly and error. But 

is it not worse to leave our families exposed to the 

tempest of the divine wrath? O, let men pray always 

with all prayer. Let all people call upon God, in 

whatever capacity they act. 

These rules may well aid in making this part of 

worship profitable: 

1. Let it be at seasonable and convenient hours, 

commonly before breakfast and just after tea or 

supper. 

2. Let it not be tediously long. It is sometimes 

painfully protracted. That is not edifying. 

3. Let the reading of God’s word, prayer, and if 

possible, singing, be parts of each exercise. 

4. Let great decorum and decent solemnity enter 

into all acts of family devotion. 
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5. Let not the presence of company nor business 

engagements interrupt the regular order for 

worship. 

6. Let family mercies and afflictions be duly notices 

by him who leads in the exercises. 

7. Continually labor to have the heart right and 

warm. 

8. Be joyful and cheerful in the whole service. 

9. Never give reproofs to others in the forms of 

prayer.

 


