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A CHARGE FOR GRADUATES 
Mr. John Perritt

The following was John Perritt’s charge to the seniors at the 

Senior Banquet early in May. We offer it here so that those 

who were not present might have a chance to read it, and 

those who were present might meditate again on the words he 

spoke.  

If one were to listen to all of my Senior Banquet 

charges, they would all probably sound pretty 

similar.  It’s not because of a lack of creativity or a 

lack of effort, but it’s because similar emotions 

come about as I think of another graduating class 

of seniors. 

If I had to describe the senior banquet in one word 

it would be BITTERSWEET.  I think that word 

best captures what’s taking place here.  It’s a word 

we’re all familiar with, it’s a word we understand, 

but I want you seniors to think about it a bit more 

intently with me. 

Bitter - angry, hurt, or resentful.  Now, that sounds 

a bit harsh, but it still captures a notion that’s taking 

place here.  That notion?  It’s not fair.  It’s not fair 

that this youth ministry has invested so much time 

in you, only to see you leave.  We’re angry you’re 

leaving, because we love you so much. 

Your parents, I’m sure, have invested hours and 

hours in you, and now they’re hurt you’re going to 

leave them (even though some are excited to get 

you out of the house).  There’s a bitter taste about 

what’s happening. Parents who held you as a 

helpless infant in the hospital, parents who changed 

your diapers, brushed your teeth, tied your shoes; 

parents, who have been showering you with love 

when you weren’t even old enough to be aware of 

it, are now letting you go.  That, seniors, is the 

definition of bitter.  That isn’t fair. 

Sweet - However, this night isn’t all bitter, it is 

sweet as well.  Yes, parents have been investing in 

you since you were born.  Yes, the youth staff have 

spent hours with you and now you’re going to leave 

your home and leave your church.  But, it is sweet 

to stand up here and look at what each of you have 

become. It is sweet to see the adults you have 

grown into.  It is sweet for these parents to think of 

all the hours they spent serving you and now they 
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can release you into the world to see the sweet ways 

in which you will serve God’s Kingdom. 

Speaking candidly, not all parents are blessed with 

children.  So, there are many who do not get the 

blessing of seeing children grow up.  How sweet it 

is for your parents to see this night occur.  To see 

so many years of growth, hours of homework, 

science fair projects, reading, writing - and so much 

more - on display up here in your lives.  You are 

graduating from this season in your life.  So it is 

very sweet. 

According to one definition of bitter, it says “Not 

sweet.” So, bittersweet is taking the polar opposite 

of sweet and combining it. But, that’s what Christ 

did, did he not?  Christ is the king of contrasts. In 

Philippians 2:1-11, we read, “So if there is any 

encouragement in Christ, 

any comfort from love, 

any participation in the 

Spirit, any affection and 

sympathy, complete my 

joy by being of the same 

mind, having the same 

love, being in full accord 

and of one mind. Do 

nothing from selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 

more significant than yourselves. Let each of you 

look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others. Have this mind among 

yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 

emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men. And being found 

in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name that is above every 

name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

In God’s kingdom, you give away and you actually 

receive.  In God’s Kingdom, the first is last and the 

last is first.  In God’s Kingdom, the servant is the 

leader and the leader is to serve.  God’s Kingdom is 

a Kingdom of contrasts and I think this idea of 

combining contrasting words like bitter and sweet 

helps us to see that. 

You see, humans were not created to break 

fellowship.  We were always supposed to be 

together.  Adam and Eve, were in perfect 

fellowship with God, but they sinned and broke 

that fellowship.  Now, children do grow up and 

leave.  Now, you will 

be leaving some of 

your friends behind as 

you graduate.  You 

see, being separated is 

a result of the Fall.  

So, the bitterness is 

right for us to feel, 

because separation is 

unnatural to us. 

However, I think this separation we feel and the 

bitterness that accompanies it, is God the Father 

giving us a small taste of the bitterness he felt when 

his only Son left the throne and came to the earth.  

Our Heavenly Father, is giving us a small glimpse 

of what it must have been like to break that 

fellowship, nail his Son to the cross on our behalf, 

and turn his back on his only Son, so that many 

could become sons and daughters of God. 

So, if graduating gives us any sort of theological 

notion, it is this.  Separation is bitter.  Seniors, I am 

going to miss you, so much.  You have ministered 

“THERE IS A DAY COMING WHEN ALL 

THE BITTERNESS IN THIS BROKEN 

WORLD WILL PASS AWAY.  

SEPARATION WILL BE SEPARATED 

FROM US, FOREVER!”  
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to me.  You have been an encouragement to me.  

You have ministered alongside me for all these 

years.  Seniors, your parents are going to miss you.  

Yes, they will rejoice, because that’s what they’ve 

trained you for.  Their job is to raise you towards 

independence.  But, there is still bitterness that 

accompanies the sweetness. 

However, there is a day coming when all the 

bitterness in this broken world will pass away.  

Separation will be separated from us, forever!  Because 

Jesus Christ willingly separated himself from the 

Father, he has purchased a place for us of unending 

fellowship.  He has purchased a new Kingdom 

where all bitterness has passed away and we will 

partake of unending sweetness for all eternity. 

 

Seniors, my prayer for you is that you taste of this 

sweetness that is only offered in Jesus Christ.  See 

that this world does have joy and sweetness, but 

know that it pales in comparison to the next life 

that Jesus bought for you with his blood.  I pray 

that these college years would only give testimony 

to the fact that you love Jesus with all your heart, 

soul, mind and strength.  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

THE BIBLE IS FOR BOYS TOO 
Dr. John Kwasny

Warning: The following contains many broad 

generalizations on the subject of boyhood and 

girlhood.  Please trust that the author knows that not 

ALL girls or ALL boys are exactly alike.  He certainly 

realizes that there’s a spectrum of both masculinity and 

femininity--so not ALL boys enjoy blood, guts, hunting 

and football; nor do ALL girls play with dolls, love 

shopping, and are nurturing to people and animals.  There 

are just times one must generalize in order to speak to some 

basic principles. 

Praise God that He made us male and 

female!  God has designed both genders in His 

image; and He calls men, women, boys, and girls 

to be members of His Kingdom.  He has also 

created us to be different--in the way we think, 

speak, and act.  To ignore that fact is to miss the 

beautiful diversity of the sexes as well as the 

opportunities for us to be complementary. 

As obvious as it may sound, the Bible was written 

with both females AND males in mind.  Just 

think about the various genres included in 

Scripture: narrative, history, poetry, psalm, 

wisdom, prophecy, law, doctrine, etc.  These 

forms of writing appeal to various types of 

people, but they are also received differently by 

males and females.  Even within these genres, 

some portions of Scripture are written in a highly 

relational manner, while others are much more 

action-oriented.  To use a movie analogy 

(hopefully without being sacrilegious) some of the 

Bible reads more like a chick flick while other 

parts are more akin to a guy movie. 

Okay, so what’s the point?  I’ll make just a few 

applications for now: 

1.  Our gender differences are just one of a long 

list of reasons why we need to teach ALL of the 

Bible to our children.  To teach only the “sweet” 
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stories of Scripture and avoid the “dangerous” 

ones is to create the illusion that the Bible just 

includes stories of love, niceness, and 

gentleness.  The Old Testament, for example, is 

filled with blood, war, and conflict as well as 

redemption and salvation.  Even in the relational 

stories, there is often more fighting and ego than 

kindness and mercy.  I’m not saying that boys 

only enjoy evil while girls like goodness; but, boys 

do typically have the more natural inclination to 

aggression, dispute, and destructive 

competitiveness.  Hopefully, both boys and girls 

want to read about resolution too! 

2.  We need to watch how we teach each 

individual story of Scripture in order to draw in 

girls AND boys.  For example, a story like Noah’s 

Ark can be told in such a way that it looks like a 

bunch of sweet, tame animals went for a ride on a 

boat.  Evil people drowning for their sins as well 

as the utter destruction of the entire creation may 

be downplayed.  In this way, children see God’s 

mercy but miss God’s justice and righteous 

wrath.  This goes for much of the Old Testament 

when we avoid the stories that seem too violent 

or senseless.  Or when we fly right past all of the 

animal sacrifices because of all the blood.  Boys 

really miss out when we try to make the Bible all 

fluffy and sweet. 

3.  Even when we teach the stories of Jesus in the 

Bible, we need to take care how we characterize 

Him to our children.  Jesus is certainly the kind 

and compassionate shepherd, the one who 

welcomes little children, and of course the one 

who heals all sorts of diseased people.  But Jesus 

is also an authoritative critic of the religious 

leaders of the day, a forceful preacher and teacher, 

and one with righteous anger against sin among 

His people.  Some of what He says is downright 

mean--but totally without sin!  Our boys need to 

recognize that Jesus was fully God and fully man, 

in no way devoid of true masculinity.  And boys 

need to learn that kindness and compassion aren’t 

just feminine qualities but are integral to what it 

means to be a godly man. 

4.  Finally, it’s important to recognize the reality 

that the Bible is a BOOK and boys continue to be 

trained in our society to NOT LIKE 

BOOKS.  It’s sad that so many boys see reading 

as nerdy or even feminine.  I think it is one of 

Satan’s great manipulations to convince boys (and 

men) that reading is boring or useless.  This issue 

is a complicated educational and spiritual one, 

which I’ll address in another post.  It’s just 

essential that we give our boys a love for reading 

so they will have a love for reading the Bible! 

I have been very pleased to hear that our One 

Story Ministries Sunday School curriculum lineup 

is generally well-received by boys, as well as 

girls.  We need to continue to teach the Bible in a 

way that raises up a new generation of men who 

learn, love, and live God’s Word! 

 

 

ON ABSTAINING FROM SEXUAL IMMORALITY  
Mr. Caleb Cangelosi

Last Sunday Pastor Carl spoke frankly on the topic 

of sexual immorality from I Thessalonians 4:1-8. 

He showed from the text that the Christian life is a 

call to holiness; that we are to flee sexual 

immorality and run to sexual fidelity; that we are to 

develop a deep respect for and God centered view 

http://www.onestoryministries.org/
http://www.onestoryministries.org/
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of the glory of our bodies; and that we must not 

disregard the Holy Spirit in our fight against sexual 

sin.  

I want to continue the theme of that last point in 

particular. Romans 8:13 says that by the Spirit we 

must put to death the deeds of the body. But how 

does the Holy Spirit help us abstain from sexual sin, 

how does He help us flee, how does He help us 

fight? As Pastor Carl said Sunday, we are not alone, 

we are not orphans without resources; but we must 

reintroduce ourselves to the Holy Spirit, and the 

ways in which He enlivens and enables us in the 

Christian life. 

One of the ways He equips us to kill this sin is by 

working His word into the corners of our heart, so 

that when temptation comes we have a ready 

answer for it, even as Jesus did when Satan tempted 

Him. I once asked a group of young Christian men 

what Bible passages they used to help them when 

they were tempted to look at pornography. 

Unfortunately, the only answer I received was the 

sound of crickets chirping. None of the men had 

passages stored up readily in their minds. Thus it 

wasn’t surprising to me that when temptation came, 

they easily succumbed. Pastor Carl reminded us 

Sunday of passages like Matthew 5:27-30, I 

Corinthians 6:12-20, and I Thessalonians 4:1-8. 

There’s also Ephesians 5:3, and Proverbs 5-7. We 

must hide the word of God in our hearts, that we 

might not sin against God (Psalm 119:11).  

Another primary way the Holy Spirit works is by 

showing us that sin is more sinful than we once 

thought, and that God is more desirable than we 

ever realized. Remember that sexual sin doesn’t 

have to involve actual sex, it doesn’t even have to 

involve actual contact, it can consist of impure 

thoughts, impure and uncontrolled passions, 

impure and inordinate desires. It’s that concept of 

desire that is so important to grasp as you seek to 

put the sin of sexual immorality to death. For the 

word “lust” is epithumeia; it means a longing or 

desire, and depending on the context it can be used 

in a neutral or good sense (in Philippians 1:23, Paul 

has the epithumeia to depart and be with Christ).  

But when the word is used in a negative sense, it 

refers to a desire for something illicit/forbidden, or 

an inordinate desire for something that is in and of 

itself good. Sex is God’s good gift, created by Him 

to be enjoyed between a husband and a wife, 

designed for procreation for a season, and designed 

for pleasure even beyond that season. And yet we 

take God’s good gift and we lust after it – we 

overdesire it, we desire it from the wrong person, 

or from the right person wrongly/selfishly; 

ultimately, we make an idol out of it, seeking from 

one of God’s good gifts more than He has 

designed it to give us, and seeking from the gift of 

God what only God the Giver Himself can give us.  

We’ve been created to desire, to love, to long for. 

By our very makeup as humans, we are going to 

long for something, we are going to desire 

something. The question is, will what we desire be 

worthy of our desire and our affection; will it be 

something that can satisfy and quench our desire?  

When we sin sexually, there are all sorts of different 

desires that might be at work in our hearts. Maybe 

it’s just a raw desire for pleasure; we’ve idolized 

sensuality, physical pleasure as the end all, be all. Of 

course, the way God has designed our bodies, the 

more you indulge, the more elusive pleasure 

becomes; just like a drug you eventually need more 

and more sex, or different types of sexual thrills 

and encounters, to give you the same pleasure, and 

in the end you’re emptier than when you started. 

Maybe for you it’s a desire to be loved; you’ve likely 

heard the saying, “Men use love to get sex, women 

use sex to get love.” Sometimes the genders are 

switched, but either way sometimes a desire for sex 
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is really a desire for acceptance. But this is so 

enslaving, because what happens if – or when – he 

dumps you? We could look at other sorts of desires, 

for power, for respect, for comfort; whatever our 

desire is, whatever is motivating us, ultimately it 

cannot be satisfied by our favored mode of sexual 

indulgence. Augustine put it best, “Our hearts are 

restless until they find their rest in You.” Or as C. S. 

Lewis put it in Mere Christianity, “If I find in myself 

a desire which no experience in this world can 

satisfy, the most probably explanation is that I was 

made for another world.”  

Ultimately, only the living 

God can truly satisfy our 

hearts, only He is worthy 

of our deepest desire. 

God is the fountain of 

living waters, and our 

idols are things that 

cannot profit, they are cisterns, broken cisterns that 

can hold no water, that can never satisfy us; 

whenever we go to them for water there is nothing 

there (see Jeremiah 2:12-13). And this is one of the 

ways the Holy Spirit enables us to put sin to death, 

to make us realize the vanity of our idol, and the all 

sufficient, all satisfying nature of our God. C. S. 

Lewis writes in “The Weight of Glory,” “It would 

seem that our Lord finds our desires not too strong, 

but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling 

about with drink and sex and ambition when 

infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who 

wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because 

he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a 

holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”  

Thomas Chalmers, in his sermon “The Expulsive 

Power of a New Affection,” explains that it’s not 

enough to say, “Stop sinning sexually, stop desiring 

sexual pleasure, stop making an idol out of sex.” 

No, he says: “The only way to dispossess [the heart] 

of an old affection is by the expulsive power of a 

new one.” It’s only as we see God as more lovely, 

more satisfying than our dearest idol that we will 

cast away the idol, cut out off the hand or gouge 

out the eye that causes us to sin. Think about all the 

Olympic athletes we’re going to watch this summer. 

Think of all that they had to give up, all the 

sacrifices they had to make, all the desires they had 

to die to – why? Because they have kept one 

affection centermost in their hearts: winning 

Olympic gold. That was more desirable to them 

than sleeping in, 

eating whatever they 

wanted to eat, or 

whatever else they 

were tempted to do.  

In a similar way, only 

the power of a more 

satisfying love can rid 

our hearts of those affections and lusts that seek to 

enslave us and starve us. And the most satisfying 

love, the most desirable object is God Himself, 

revealed in the person of His Son Jesus Christ. It’s 

as we come to God through Christ the Mediator 

that the holy one, terrible as an offended lawgiver, 

stands now as our gracious lover because of the 

sacrifice and obedience of Jesus Christ. He who did 

not spare His own Son, but freely gave Him up for 

us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us 

all things? See the love of God in Christ for you as 

a dead and miserable sinner; see the justice of God 

satisfied on the cross, so that He might be just and 

the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. He 

has done everything necessary so that idolaters like 

us might be forgiven, freed, and purified.  

The more we meditate upon the goodness and 

grace of God in Christ, the lovelier He becomes to 

us, and the viler sin becomes. And this is the work 

of the Holy Spirit, through His Word, through 

 

“THE ONLY WAY TO DISPOSSESS THE 

HEART OF AN OLD AFFECTION IS BY 

THE EXPULSIVE POWER OF A NEW ONE.” 

- THOMAS CHALMERS 
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prayer, through meditation upon the beauty and 

glory of our great God in Christ. So we pray with 

William Cowper in his hymn, “O For a Closer Walk 

With Thee,”  

The dearest idol I have known, Whate’er that idol be 

Help me to tear it from Thy throne, And worship only Thee. 

 

 

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ALONE 
John Calvin

The following passage is taken from Calvin’s Institutes 

(III.xi.1-2). It begins one of the classic treatments of 

justification by faith alone in all of Reformed theology.  

I believe I have already explained above, with 

sufficient care, how for men cursed under the law 

there remains, in faith, one sole means of 

recovering salvation. I believe I have also explained 

what faith itself is, and those benefits of God which 

it confers upon man, and 

the fruits it brings forth in 

him.  

Let us sum these up. 

Christ was given to us by 

God’s generosity, to be 

grasped and possessed by 

us in faith. By partaking 

of him, we principally 

received a double grace: 

namely, that being 

reconciled to God through Christ’s blamelessness, 

we may have in heaven instead of a Judge a 

gracious Father; and secondly, that sanctified by 

Christ’s Spirit we may cultivate blamelessness and 

purity of life. Of regeneration, indeed, the second 

of these gifts, I have said what seemed sufficient. 

The theme of justification was therefore more 

lightly touched upon because it was more to the 

point to understand first how little devoid of good 

works is the faith, through which alone we obtain 

free righteousness by the mercy of God; and what 

is the nature of the good works of the saints, with 

which part of this question is concerned.  

Therefore we must now discuss these matters 

thoroughly. And we must so discuss them as to 

bear in mind that this is the main hinge on which 

religion turns, so that we devote the greater 

attention and care to it. For unless you first of all 

grasp what your relationship to God is, and the 

nature of his judgment concerning you, you have 

neither a foundation on which to establish your 

salvation nor one on 

which to build piety 

toward God. But the 

need to know this will 

better appear from 

the knowledge itself. 

But that we may not 

stumble on the very 

threshold – and this 

would happen if we 

should enter upon a 

discussion of a thing 

unknown – first let us explain what these 

expressions mean: that mean is justified in God’s 

sight, and that he is justified by faith or works. He 

is said to be justified in God’s sight who is both 

reckoned righteous in God’s judgment and has 

been accepted on account of his righteousness. 

Indeed, as iniquity is abominable to God, so no 

sinner can find favor in his eyes in so far as he is a 

sinner and so long as he is reckoned as such. 

Accordingly, wherever there is sin, there also the 

wrath and vengeance of God show themselves.  

“FOR UNLESS YOU FIRST OF ALL GRASP 

WHAT YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO GOD IS, 

AND THE NATURE OF HIS JUDGMENT 

CONCERNING YOU, YOU HAVE NEITHER 

A FOUNDATION ON WHICH TO 

ESTABLISH YOUR SALVATION NOR ONE 

ON WHICH TO BUILD PIETY TOWARD 

GOD.” 
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Now he is justified who is reckoned in the 

condition not of a sinner, but of a righteous man; 

and for that reason, he stands firm before God’s 

judgment seat while all sinners fall. If an innocent 

accused person be summoned before the judgment 

seat of a fair judge, where he will be judged 

according to his innocence, he is said to be 

“justified” before the judge. Thus, justified before 

God is the man who, freed from the company of 

sinners, has God to witness and affirm his 

righteousness.  

In the same way, therefore, he in whose life that 

purity and holiness will be found which deserves a 

testimony of righteousness before God’s throne 

will be said to be justified by works, or else he who, 

by the wholeness of his works, can meet and satisfy 

God’s judgment. On the contrary, justified by faith 

is he who, excluded from the righteousness of 

works, grasps the righteousness of Christ through 

faith, and clothed in it, appears in God’s sight not 

as a sinner but as a righteous man.  

Therefore, we explain justification simply as the 

acceptance with which God receives us into his 

favor as righteous men. And we say that it consists 

in the remission of sins and the imputation of 

Christ’s righteousness. 

 


