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HEAL US,  EMMANUEL  
By Mrs. Margaret Sprow 

In the last few years, our church has formally stated our 

desire to see our church body become more diverse, 

and we are actively seeking to find more ways to reach 

out to our neighbors. We believe this is a biblical 

mandate from Scripture and that diversity models the 

heavenly Kingdom of God when all of God’s people 

will together praise Him.   

I know a greater diversity will mean change and will 

affect us in many ways we cannot foresee. However, 

here are five changes that I do anticipate as the Lord 

grows our church to better reflect His glorious 

creativity and diversity. 

1. There will be a greater mix of musical styles.   

At a time when many churches have a traditional and a 

contemporary service, we have made the decision to  

 

 

combine different musical styles in all of our worship 

services. Rather than uniting because of our musical 

preferences, we believe that singing a mixture of songs, 

hymns and spiritual songs that are true, scriptural and 

musically excellent unites our church body in Christ 

while encouraging diverse expressions of praise. This 

diversity of styles will naturally increase as the Lord 

increases the diversity of our church family. 

2. There will be a greater use of different 

instruments. 

I have been around long enough to remember when our 

church rarely used any other instruments besides piano 

and organ. Now we regularly hear a variety of different 

instruments in our worship. As the Lord brings diverse 

church members with diverse musical gifts, I anticipate 

that the diversity of instruments and players in our 

worship services will grow. 
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3. There will be a greater emphasis on music of 

devotion. 

Our music is very word centered. We recognize that we 

have 52 Sundays each year to sing our theology together 

and we want to make the most of each Sunday. We 

regularly sing hymns and songs that are word-dense and 

have four or five stanzas dealing with complex 

scriptural themes with no repeated lyrics. However, 

after participating in the choir at a diversity conference, 

I was reminded of the great emphasis on music focused 

on devotion seen in many other denominations. These 

songs are characterized by their simplicity: simple 

words and music sung several times. These songs can 

also contain many scriptural themes and references.  

Here is an example of one by Shane Barnard called Oh 

Lord to You, with biblical references I have added in 

parentheses.  

We will seek You first, Lord (Matt. 6:33) 

You will hear our voices 

Early in the morning and late in the night (Psalm 5) 

We will sing Your praises 

Giving You the glory 

Offering our lives to You, a holy sacrifice (Romans 

12:1) 

 

May our praise arise as incense (Psalm 141:2) 

Oh Lord, to You 

May our worship be a fragrance (Philippians 4:18) 

Oh Lord, to You 

4. We will have more opportunities to practice the 

law of love. 

We all have preferences in music, and one type of music 

will not equally be preferred by all. Our biblical model 

for handling these differences is found in the law of 

love. Out of love for the family of faith, let us ask the 

Lord to help us rejoice when our brothers and sisters 

are encouraged and built up by a particular kind of 

music that may not be our personal favorite.  

 

Worship is integrally related to evangelism and outreach. 

Authentic corporate worship that is Spirit-driven, 

excellent, earnest, selfless, and truth-centered is a 

powerful, living witness to the watching world. 

Popularity must not be the primary concern in 

formulating our worship. Our primary concern must be 

to communicate biblical truth and assist the 

congregation in passionate worship. Music used in 

worship must engage the culture but also challenge it. 

By our worship, we desire to communicate that 

humankind’s greatest need is to give up a lifestyle of 

focus on self to serve and worship the one true God 

through Jesus Christ.  

This spring our Sanctuary Choir partnered with the 

Worship Team to sing “Heal Us, Emmanuel.” This 

hymn was originally written by William Cowper, close 

friend of John Newton and writer of the hymns, “There 

Is a Fountain Filled with Blood” and “God Moves in a 

Mysterious Way,” among many others. It has been put 

to music by Lucas Morton and Kevin Twit, RUF pastor 

and founder of Indelible Grace and the re-tuned hymns 

movement. Set in a gospel style, these hymn words have 

found new life and a soulfulness that beautifully 

portrays our souls’ longing for the Lord to heal our 

wounds, our sin, our feeble faith and our unbelief.    

This hymn is on the Indelible Grace CD, Look to Jesus, 

and the recording has a special story of its own. It 

features students from Jackson State University’s RUF. 

See the whole story here. You can listen to a portion of 

our version of “Heal Us, Emmanuel” here. 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers 

dwell in unity! Psalm 133:1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyNmG07BtSM
https://musicfromtheorchard.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Heal-Us.m4a
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STEWARDSHIP OF GOD’S CREATION:  AN INTERVIEW WITH  
MR.  STEPHEN SHELT

 
What do you do, and how did the Lord call you into 

this vocation? 

I currently work for a local landscaping company, and 

have worked previously in agricultural missions and 

edible landscaping/organic gardening. I was first 

challenged to think Biblically about God’s purpose for 

His creation and our role in it through mentors in high 

school and college. They showed me how Scripture 

commands us to be “transformed by the renewing of 

our minds” and that God’s Lordship should transform 

how we interact with everyone and everything. These 

thoughts solidified into a passion for helping Christians 

relate to the environment Biblically during two years of 

missionary work in Uganda, where I trained farmers in 

methods that enhanced rather than degraded their 

environment and enabled them to provide for 

themselves, their families, and their communities. 

How does having a Biblical worldview transform 

the way you approach landscaping and gardening?   

It grants a strong sense of purpose to the job. One of 

God’s first commands to his newly-created image 

bearers was to work and tend his creation. Preserving 

the health and beauty of nature is a way that we can love 

God through obedience to his commands to  

stewardship, while also loving people, all of whom 

depend on God’s creation to survive and flourish. 

I’m also motivated to observe God’s character reflected 

in His design of the natural world. Even a basic 

understanding of plants, animals, and their broader 

ecological context will leave one in awe of God and his  

 

 

 

design if we bring our Scriptural “glasses” to 

observation of the natural world. The practical 

consequence of this in my work is to look for ways to 

shape landscapes or gardens in ways that work with and 

enhance the natural processes God created to keep the 

land (and therefore us) healthy rather than resisting or 

harming them. 

What does the Bible say to us as Christians about 

being good stewards of the creation? 

God’s glory and character are revealed in his creation as 

well as through his word (Psalm 8, Romans 1:19-20), 

and when a species becomes extinct or we pollute a 

watershed, that reflection of God’s nature that he called 

“very good” is marred and disfigured. As believers we 

should be about the business of putting God’s glory on 

display, through the proclamation of the Gospel but 

also through obedience, which includes the exercise of 

an edifying dominion over creation, not the exploitation 

or abuse of it. 

In our global economy, where the means by which our 

food, clothing and shelter reach us are often obscure, 

it’s easy forget that we depend on the health of soil, 

water, and air God created for our survival. But 

nonetheless, creation stewardship is one way we can 

obey the second greatest commandment to love our 

neighbor, who like us, depends on creation to live. 

Perhaps the simplest way we can participate in that 

stewardship is to seek to be aware of the environmental 

consequences of our purchasing and lifestyle choices.  

We may not see the effects immediately, but applying 

Biblical wisdom in these decisions can affect people 

around the world and future generations.  
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IF GOD IS SOVERERIGN IN SALVATION,   

WHY SHARE THE GOSPEL WITH THE LOST? 
By Mr. Caleb Cangelosi 

Have you ever asked yourself the question that stands 

as the title of this article? Or perhaps you’ve asked it 

this way: “If God is sovereign in salvation, then why do 

the lost need to worry about believing the gospel?” 

There is some semblance of logic to these questions. It 

appears that if God has chosen from before the 

beginning of time whom He will save, and whom He 

will not save, then if I’m lost it doesn’t really matter if I 

believe the gospel or not, since if I’m not elect then 

what good does it do me? And if I’m a Christian it 

doesn’t really matter if I share the gospel with the lost, 

since if they are elect they’ll come to Jesus whether I 

share the gospel with them or not. This line of thinking 

is one reason why many reject the doctrines of grace 

(a.k.a. the “five points of Calvinism”), because they are 

absolutely committed to man’s responsibility to believe 

and the Christian’s responsibility to share the gospel.  

But what if I told you that you don’t have to choose 

between the sovereignty of God and the responsibility 

of man, because the Bible teaches that both of these are 

true. God is sovereign, and man is responsible – 

responsible to believe in Jesus, and responsible to share 

Jesus with those who do not know Him. I believe that 

both these statements are true, even if I can’t 

understand completely how they fit together – because 

Jesus believes that both these statements are true, and I 

know that He understands completely how they fit 

together.  

How do I know Jesus believed both these truths? 

Because of what He says in Matthew 11:25-30, one of 

the most familiar texts in the gospels: “At that time 

Jesus said, ‘I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and 

earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise 

and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. Yes, 

Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight. All 

things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and 

no one knows the Son except the Father;  

nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and 

anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. Come to 

Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give 

you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, 

for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden 

is light.”  

In these words, which are both a prayer and an 

invitation/command, Jesus affirms that God is 

sovereign in salvation and that man is responsible to 

believe in Him. By example He shows us that He 

believes that Christians are responsible to evangelize. 

Let’s think about each of these in turn. 

Jesus believes that God is sovereign in salvation. He 

believes that the Lord of heaven and earth, His heavenly 

Father, has chosen to hide certain things from some, 

and to reveal those things to others, and that this way 

of doing things is well-pleasing in the sight of His 

Father. What are “these things” that He has hidden and 

revealed? In the context, Jesus has just finished 

denouncing the cities in which He did most of His 

miracles (Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum), 

because they had not repented in light of His work. 

Thus “these things” must refer to the understanding of 

who Jesus was and the significance of His miracles, and 

the ability to repent and believe in Jesus. This is 

confirmed by Jesus’ words in verse 27 about knowing 

the Son and the Father. Not only does the Father hide 

and reveal, but Jesus exercises His will as well – the only 

ones who know the Father are those to whom the Son 

wills to reveal Him. Since it is clear that not everyone 

knows the Father, and since no one knows the Father 

apart from His revealing work, it is implied that He does 

not reveal the Father to everyone. We learn in this 

passage that God’s ways are different from the ways of 

man. If we were in charge, it is likely that we would 

choose the best and the brightest – but God chooses to 
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reveal Jesus not to “wise and intelligent” but to “infants.” 

Paul teaches the same thing in I Corinthians 1:26-31. 

Ultimately, salvation is of the Lord; understanding and 

knowledge and faith and repentance are gifts He gives 

according to His good pleasure and sovereign will – not 

to everyone, and not to the people we would expect.  

Jesus also believes, however, that man is responsible 

for his/her choices: in particular, how he chooses to 

respond to Jesus’ word and works. We see this from 

Matthew 11:20 – if man were not responsible, it would 

make no sense for Jesus to “denounce” those cities who 

had not repented upon seeing His miracles and hearing 

His teaching. Likewise, if man were not responsible, 

then the idea of Matthew 11:22 and 24, that people who 

failed to respond properly to Jesus’ word and works will 

endure a greater punishment on the day of judgment 

than those who did not have access to Jesus’ word and 

works, is nonsensical. We also learn that Jesus believes 

man is responsible from His calling weary sinners to 

come to Him. He extends this invitation (which is also 

a command), not only because it is best to come to Jesus 

(no more weariness! no more burdens!), but because it 

is necessary to come to Jesus, to learn from Him, and to 

come under His pleasant yoke. If we refuse to come to 

Jesus upon hearing His call, we are guilty of rejecting 

the voice of the Son of God, and will suffer on the day 

of judgment. We may not plead the excuse, “But God, 

you didn’t reveal Him to me!” Jesus tells us in John 6:44 

that no one is able to come to Him unless the Father 

who sent Him draws that person to Him – but our 

inability does not make us any less guilty if we refuse to 

come. For our inability is itself worthy of blame, and we 

are held responsible for our inability. It is precisely 

because we are unable that we are in need of God to 

enable us to come and respond properly to the 

invitation and command of Jesus.  

Finally, Jesus believes that Christians are responsible 

to share the gospel with the lost. We learn this in this 

text from Jesus’ example. If Jesus called people to come 

to Himself, though He knew they were not able to come 

unless the Father who sent Him drew them, and that 

they could not understand unless the Father revealed 

the truth to Him, or know the Father unless Jesus 

revealed Him to them, then we too should be able to 

hold firm to these truths and at the same time hold forth 

the invitation and command of the gospel to come to 

Jesus for soul-rest, forgiveness, and eternal life. 

Though we may not understand how these truths fit 

together, yet we know that Jesus does. Since He invites 

sinners to come to Him, we ought to invite sinners to 

come to Him. Since He commands faith and 

repentance, we ought to command faith and repentance. 

The Scriptures tell us that it is precisely through the 

preaching of the gospel that the Father and the Son 

reveal themselves to sinners, and grant the gifts of faith 

and repentance. God has ordained not only the end (the 

salvation of His elect), but the means to that end 

(evangelism, as well as prayer).  

May the Lord continue to give His people a knowledge 

of His truth, an ability to hold together truths that ought 

never to be separated, and a zeal and commitment to 

share Christ with the lost, resting in the sovereignty of 

God rather than our own eloquence to change hearts.  
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THE CHRISTIAN PARENT’S CALL TO RAISE CHILDREN WHO  
LOVE MISSIONS 

By Thomas Smyth (1808-1873) 

This excerpt comes from pages 332 and 345 of a book entitled 

The Duty of Interesting Children in the Missionary 

Cause, by Thomas Smyth, a Presbyterian pastor in Charleston, 

SC in the 19th century. 

It is evident that parents are laid under obligation not 

only to “train their children in the way that they should 

go, that when they are old they may not depart from it,” 

but also to “bring them up in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord,” that is, (as the words certainly 

mean, and should be rendered in order to make them 

more intelligible,) “bring them up in the education and 

discipline of Christians,” that is, of those who “are the 

Lord’s.” We are thus taught that our children by their 

baptism are devoted to the Lord, and become members 

of his church and kingdom, and that we are under 

obligation to bring them up as such, not merely by 

instructing them, and thoroughly imbuing their minds 

with Christian truth, but also by accustoming them to, 

and interesting them in, every part of Christian activity, 

devotedness, and zeal.  

It follows, therefore, as an undeniable inference, that it 

is incumbent upon every Christian, parent, teacher, and 

church, to see to it that the children of their charge are 

brought up as the Lord’s,—as Christians,—as members 

of his visible church,—and therefore not only as those 

who ought to believe in him, and to know the doctrines 

that are of God, but as those who are bound also to 

love him, to serve him, to honor him, and to co-operate, 

according to their measure of ability and their sphere of 

influence, in the promotion of his glory, and the 

advancement of his cause. And as the term “Missionary” 

is employed to designate the work of making known 

“the glorious gospel of the blessed God” to those that 

know it not,—which is the great work and duty of the 

church, and of every Christian—it is therefore our 

manifest duty to bring up our children in a missionary 

spirit, and in a missionary practice.  

A missionary is one who is sent to preach the gospel to 

those that are “sitting in darkness and in the shadow of 

death,” whether abroad, or in our own country. To have 

a missionary spirit, is to be anxiously desirous that such 

missionaries should be sent, and the gospel made 

known to all that are “perishing for lack of knowledge.” 

And a missionary practice or habit, is the habit of carrying 

out this desire, first, by praying that such missionaries 

may be raised up “and sent forth by the Lord of the 

harvest, into every part of his vineyard; secondly, by 

contributing as far as we can towards meeting the 

necessary expense of sending and supporting these 

missionaries, and supplying what is necessary to 

establish schools and print bibles, and other needful 

books; and, thirdly, by uniting with zeal in such efforts 

as will promote this spirit, and secure this habit… 

For it is utterly impossible to have a missionary spirit, 

unless the heart is full of love and devotion to the cause 

of Christ; unless we can with pleasure give up 

everything however much it might add to our present 

comfort or happiness if it interferes with our duty; and 

unless we can bear all sorts of privations and trials that 

we may meet with in that narrow path. In short, to be 

able in all things to give up self, and think only how we 

can best serve God, promote his glory, and do his will, 

this alone is a real Missionary spirit. But this is the very 

spirit which must be shown, if we would see God's 

glory promoted, in every situation of life in which it may 

please him to place us. And hence we have seen some 

people who never went ten miles from home, do as 

much good in winning souls to Christ, as if they had left 

their country and travelled thousands of miles to reach 

the heathen. Missionaries, therefore, in the true sense 

of the word, but above all, a missionary spirit, are 

needed everywhere! and in every condition of life.  

  


