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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AND BODY LIFE 
Dr. John Kwasny

Another POPC Vacation Bible School is in the books! 

Believe it or not, this is now my twentieth time to lead 

my favorite week of the year—and it gets more 

enjoyable and satisfying every year. Thankfully, our VBS 

here at POPC is much more than simply pies-in- the-

face and goat kissing. It is not primarily focused on 

entertainment or rife with lightweight fluff. Instead, our 

VBS is a highly serious evangelism and discipleship 

effort for our covenant children as well as the broader 

community. As I have now had a few days to reflect on 

what the Lord has done in us, for us, and through us, 

there is way too much to say that can fit in this one post. 

So, I will focus on how this one week of VBS so 

beautifully illustrates the local church “body life” 

described in I Corinthians 12: 

For just as the body is one and has many members, 

and all the members of the body, though many, are 

one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 

slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one 

Spirit. For the body does not consist of one member 

but of many (I Corinthians 12:12-14) 

You are familiar with the rest of the “body” analogy: 

The eye needs the hand; perceived weaker parts are just 

as important as stronger parts; and, all parts must work 

together for the body to function. All of this 

magnificent body life was on display at this year’s VBS: 

 Adults and youth used their teaching gifts in the 
classrooms. 

 Hospitality gifts were maximized in the kitchens, 
serving our children as well as all the volunteers. 

 Those gifted with caring for children and adults 
with disabilities served beautifully. 

 Many with artistic gifts of creativity served in 
crafts, skits, and music. 

 Those with high energy gifts used them in 
recreation and in the classroom. 

 Mercy ministry abounded in those behind the 
scenes, like the nursery. 

 And, our members with administrative gifts 
worked in registration and VBS leadership. 

About 130 adult and youth volunteers used their vast 

variety of spiritual gifts to labor together for this 

important week. Just think of what VBS would be like if 

we all had the same gift. Or, if people refused to give of 

their gifts, energy, and time. It would have never 

happened! And, the body had to work together with one 

another to pull it off. Even short-staffed at times, our 
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people did a marvelous job, for the glory of God and 

for the good of our VBS children and Sonbeams adults. 

But there’s another essential aspect of body life that 

needs to be highlighted. For this one week, children and 

adults who are not members of our body get to be 

included as part of it. Well over half of our children are 

either unchurched or members of another church. Add 

to that nearly all of our Sonbeams adults who enjoyed 

VBS again with us this year. They were all welcomed to 

be part of POPC, a local body of Christ! And, again, 

they got to see the body of Christ at work, with such a 

large percentage of our members ministering among 

them.  

While we, as individual members of the body of Christ, 

are called to GO OUT into our world and share the 

gospel with all in our communities, we are then to 

BRING THEM IN to the local church! King Jesus is all 

about gathering up worshippers in local churches to 

build up the Body of Christ. Many of us went out and 

invited our neighbors to VBS; and, the ones whom God 

chose to come to VBS became a part of our church for 

a week. They had the joy of seeing the Body of Christ at 

work; we had the joy of meeting new friends, showing 

them the love of Christ, and sharing the Word of God 

with them for five days.  

So, I am very thankful to all who participated in VBS 

and connected with one another in body life. We had 

volunteers serving for the first time, and some who have 

been participating for years. All the spiritual gifts of I 

Corinthians 12 were on display, and we all depended on 

one another (and the Spirit) to get the job done. My 

prayer is that God was glorified and the seeds of the 

gospel will continue to grow in all of our hearts!  

 

ATTENTION PARENTS!!   
YOU ARE DESTROYING THE CHURCH AND MARRIAGE  

Mr. John Perritt

No, this title is not a cheap attempt at “click-bait” or 

simply one of those manipulative statements employed 

for shock. The title of this article, and the content 

which follows, was birthed by the convergence of 

three voices in my life – Drs. Albert Mohler, Walt 

Mueller, & Russell Moore.  

Mohler 

I recently finished Mohler’s, We Cannot Be Silent, a 

book that not only chronicles how our culture arrived 

at its current place, but how the spiritually anemic 

church fed the sexual ethic of the broader culture.  

Quite simply, it is a book every Christian would be 

well served to read. It provides clarity for the church 

and how she should move forward in this exceedingly 

challenging cultural context. 

Mueller 

While thoughts on omnigender and acronyms like 

QUILTBAG were echoing from We Cannot Be Silent, I 

heard a podcast from Dr. Walt Mueller’s Center for 

Parent/Youth Understanding. It was discussing the 

growing issues surrounding teens and their social 

media habits. Younger and younger children are 

sexting and being exposed to pornography – porn that 

makes decades-old porn look tame.  Much of the 

images our children are being exposed to depict 

violent acts towards women, which is eventually 

imitated by the tweens and teens viewing the porn. 

Moore 

Add to the Mohler and Mueller equation a TGC video 

where Moore discusses the dangers of technology.  

One of those dangers, says Moore, is pornography and 

how it is “destroying churches and marriages.” Many 

readers of this site could share personal stories of 

ministers we know who stepped down over the issue 

of pornography or marriages we know that have ended, 

or are in serious danger of ending, over this issue.   
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Connecting the dots between the statements and 

research of these men, and I trust you will see the title 

of this article is not some cheap attempt at 

controversy but a serious concern over the future of 

the church.   

In reference to traditional marriage Mohler makes this 

statement: “Regretfully, many Christians have too 

quickly provided trite ethical responses to what is, in 

truth, a serious moral issue. But the future of the 

church cannot depend on simplistic, unrealistic, and 

theologically anemic assertions that have characterized 

many Christians in the past on this issue.”1 

Moving this statement to the context of teens and 

social media practices, parents must wake up to the 

“anemic wisdom” that defines much of the habits the 

church has become accustomed to. It has become a 

normal and accepted practice for Christian parents to 

give their children smartphones at ages 7,8, or 9 and 

simply turn them loose. 

By the time these young minds are pre-teens, they 

have had countless hours in front of this pocket-sized 

computer in the privacy of their bedroom. Many of 

those hours have been spent on Instagram, Vine, 

YouTube & Snapchat. Sadly, some of those hours are 

comprised of porn – accidental or intentional. They 

have seen images that have forever distorted God’s 

design for sex and sexuality. 

While I will be the first to say that the doctrine of 

Total Depravity is a clear teaching in Scripture, these 

children have lost their “innocence” due to unwise, 

way-of-the-world parenting. Because little Bobby or Sally 

in their classroom have a smartphone, it must be what parents 

are doing now, so let’s follow in their footsteps. We don’t want 

our children to miss out, so let’s make sure they get to experience 

what other children are. 

The Future of the Church 

Homosexuality is one of the most frequently discussed 

topics in the church today, as well as, the broader 

culture. The church is just now beginning to catch up 

on this discussion and thoughts surrounding it.  

                                                      
1Mohler, We Cannot Be Silent, pg. 113  

However, the culture has already moved on to a 

nuanced discussion of this topic, which is more 

focused on the transgender and LGBTQ movement. 

Many churches are still scrambling to determine how 

they can best welcome and minister to those who 

struggle with same-sex attraction. While I understand 

the struggle because of the many complexities that 

surround this issue, the future of the church will be 

dealing with much more than this. Our church pews 

will possess those who struggle with pedophilia and 

bestiality. We may have polygamists coming to see 

what church is all about. Of course there will be those 

showing up on Sundays to simply cause trouble, but 

there may be earnest seekers of the Lord that we don’t 

want to stiff-arm. 

These issues far exceed my wisdom and experience. I 

pray God continues to bless the church with 

discerning leaders that can offer guidance to younger 

pastors and families, and fathers, like myself. Here is 

the point, however: many of the technological 

practices of our parents today are feeding the sexual 

perversions of our culture tomorrow. To say it another 

way, our churches will be filled with pedophiles 

because parents are giving their 8-year-old unlimited 

access to the Internet in the privacy of their own room.  

Ten-year-olds are staying up at all hours of the night 

discovering “torture porn” on YouTube. Twelve-

years-olds are on Snapcash (an element of Snapchat) 

paying for videos of private lap-dances. And, as I saw 

in recent news, a fifteen-year-old committed suicide 

because her friends videoed her taking a shower and 

shared it on Snapchat. 

What’s the Point? 

Let me tell you the driving factors for this article being 

written. 

Anger 

The intention of my heart while putting “pen-to-paper” 

was anger. I’m angry that parents are ruining children’s 

minds.  I’m angry that future husbands and wives are 

being destroyed by porn. I’m infuriated that young 

minds are stumbling upon violent sexual acts 
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performed on women (nearly 90% of porn depicts 

violent acts towards women). 

Fear 

This post is also written because I’m fearful. I’m 

fearful for the future of the church. I’m fearful for 

future marriages. I’m fearful for my daughters. Who 

will they marry? Will it be a young mind that’s been 

poisoned by decades of torture-porn that they will, in 

turn, imitate in the marriage bed? 

Offense 

This was written as a call for pastors to offend parents 

by confronting them over this issue from the pulpit or 

classroom. It was written for young youth workers to 

confront parents even though the will be labeled ‘naïve’ 

because they don’t even have children. It was written 

for brothers and sisters in Christ to confront their 

friends for a lack of stewardship in this area. It was 

written for “technologically-challenged” grandparents 

to confront their children over how much screen time 

they’re allowing their grandchildren. 

I know that the gates of hell will not overcome the 

Kingdom of God. I know Jesus Christ loves the 

institution of marriage more than we can fathom. I 

understand that parents have been caught off guard by 

the technological advances over the past decade and 

that this isn’t an easy issue for them to deal with.  

However, we must stop handing our young children 

devices because we’re too tired to parent them at times.  

We must stop allowing our young tweens and teens to 

carry their smartphones behind closed doors. We must 

start educating ourselves on the apps our children are 

using. We must start taking up new practices that 

mirror God’s Word and not the ways of this world.  

And, we must start making a stand for our churches, 

our marriages, and our children…because they’re 

God’s, not ours. 

 

OUR DESPERATE,  OFTEN IGNORED,  NEED FOR COMMUNITY  
Mr. Caleb Cangelosi

As school starts up again this month, and the sultry 

summer transitions eventually into a brisk fall, I want to 

encourage you to consider participating in a community 

group. Some of you are already a vital part of one of our 

many groups. Others of you have been in the past, but 

for a variety of reasons, are not currently involved in a 

community group. Still others of you desire to form the 

deeper relationships that come from smaller 

opportunities of fellowship, but don’t know what steps 

to take to make that a reality.  

Before giving practical directions, though, it’s 

appropriate to ask why our church (and many other 

churches) encourage community groups. The Bible is 

clear that we have been created for relational. Even as 

God is eternally a Trinity, a three-personed God, 

mysteriously dwelling in an everlasting love relationship 

as Father, Son and Spirit, so we who are made in His 

image are made for relationships. “It is not good for 

man to be alone” applies not only to marriage, but to all 

companionship. We do not thrive as human beings 

when we function for all intents and purposes on our 

own, without the input, care, and contradiction of other 

people in our lives.  

I say “contradiction” because part of what we need 

from other people (as we saw last Sunday in I 

Thessalonians 5:14-15) is admonishment and 

exhortation. We are sinners, and become unruly, lazy, 

enslaved to various lusts and pleasures. God has 

appointed other people to be the agents of holding us in 

check when sin and temptation arises. We see this fact 

clearly in several passages. My favorite is Hebrews 3:12-

13 – “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one 

of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the 

living God. But encourage one another day after day, as 

long as it is still called ‘Today,’ so that none of you will 
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be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” The author to 

the Hebrews takes for granted that sin is deceitful and 

hardening, and that our hearts are prone to unbelief and 

wandering away from God. The antidote is not merely 

an individual watchfulness, being on guard against a 

dead unbelief that would fall away from the living God 

– it is also a corporate encouragement, day by day by 

day. We desperately need continual encounters with 

other believers who know us, love us, care for us and 

want us to grow up to maturity, and who will speak the 

truth in love to us so that we might do that very thing. 

Obviously sin, and Satan, would much rather us live 

carelessly and isolated from human interaction. And 

unfortunately such a state is the case for many, even 

many professing Christians. How easy it is to ignore or 

neglect our need for fellowship and shared life with 

other believers!  

There are many ways to put yourself in the way of the 

means of grace that we call “fellowship,” in addition to 

the weekly gathering of the saints on the Lord’s Day 

morning and evening.  Community groups can be one 

of the best. Their primary purpose may be substantive 

conversation over a meal, prayer, study of God’s word, 

or a combination of all three. They may meet monthly, 

or bi-weekly, or weekly. Whole families may be 

involved, or it may just be a group of men or a group of 

women. The combinations are multiple. But as anyone 

who has been a part of a consistent small group of 

believers can attest, there is something unique about a 

regular, intentional time of relationship building. It is a 

great blessing to know that your path will cross with 

someone who will care for you, inquire about how your 

life is going, commit to praying for you, and speak 

comforting or uncomfortable truths as the situation 

demands. It is equally a blessing to have people into 

whose lives you can pour, and with whom you can 

minister side by side. 

Pear Orchard Presbyterian Church has a wide array of 

different community groups. A list of the groups open 

to individuals, couples and whole families is available on 

our website (http://www.pearorchard.org/get-

involved/community-groups). If anyone desires to be a 

part of a group, but wants advice determining the best 

fit for them or their family, don’t hesitate to contact me 

and we can discuss it. As our community groups 

become more active this fall, after summer breaks, I 

encourage those of you who are involved to be on the 

lookout for new visitors and members who are not 

currently a part of a group. Invite them to visit your 

community group. As our church demonstrates 

hospitality, transparency, and an openness to enfolding 

new sheep into the fold, the Lord will continue to grow 

us up, both spiritually and numerically.  

So brothers and sisters, “let us consider how to 

stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not 

forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 

some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as 

you see the day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:24-25)! 
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