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ROMANS 6:13  AND THE CHRISTIAN’S FIGHT AGAINST SIN 
Mr. Wilson Van Hooser

And do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as 

instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as 

those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 

righteousness to God. -- Romans 6:13 

Three days a week I make the drive from Ridgeland to 

RTS Jackson for class. As great as the drive can be while 

listening to some amazing podcasts, there is an 

inevitable temptation and an abhorrent image along the 

way. It is not something seasonal or only on the way to 

the seminary but rather it is a fixed billboard with the 

same image on the front and back. It is an 

advertisement of some strip club or adult store (I could 

care less to read the billboard to learn more) which 

features a woman who is 95% nude. It is frightening to 

think about the countless people (and the many children) 

who have seen this image. If you’ve made the drive, you 

unfortunately can’t miss it. Let’s just say that if you’re 

trying to fight against lust then it’s one of the most 

difficult drives you’ll ever make. 

During the same time that I have been making this drive, 

I have also been reading Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones’ 

sermons on Romans 6 for my daily devotional time. 

This preacher out of London is arguably the greatest 

preacher of the 20th century. What does this man, who 

has been dead for 35 or so years, have to do with my 

drive to the seminary or even your life? 

In Romans 6:13, Paul is talking about how the new man 

in Jesus Christ is now to present himself and his 

faculties to the Lord. He denies the common and 

modern teaching of holiness that says that the first step 

to being holy is to do nothing – the “Let go and let God” 

mindset. Have you ever heard someone tell you that in 

order to be holy that you must simply do nothing? If 

you’re like me, when you heard that you felt like a big 

awkward oxymoron. How can we simply just do 

nothing? Has not God made us to live and to be alive? 

Are we not creatures with a heart, soul, mind, and 

strength? We are creatures who “do.” The moment we 

stop “doing” is the moment we cease to be alive. How 

does this teaching make sense? 

Paul is saying in Romans 6:13 that in light of the fact 

that we as Christians have an inseparable union with 

Christ, we are now to live to God. We have been bought 

and we have become sons and daughters of the Most 

High. We were buried with Him and raised again with 

Him as well. So now we are to live for Him, to Him, 
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and in Him because He purchased us in order that we 

might walk in newness of life! 

But what about that billboard? That’s a crucial moment 

for us! What are we supposed to do? Should we keep 

our heads down and look at our phones? Should we 

simply just “do nothing” and not worry about the 

effects of what a sight of the horrific image will do? In 

the words of Paul, “By no means!” This verse is telling 

me to do something. This verse and this chapter is 

telling me to present all of my faculties to God in light 

of the unchangeable fact that God has made me come 

into union with Christ Jesus. What the Lord is telling 

you and me to do in this verse is to present ourselves 

and our members and our entire being to Him. But 

what does that even mean? 

It would be silly for me to tell you that in order for you 

to be a better reader then you simply have to do nothing. 

No. In order for you to be a better reader, you must 

present yourself to books. You must learn how to read 

by being taught how to read and then to go on reading. 

Similarly, if we are to truly live and be more holy by 

God’s grace then we are to present ourselves (heart, soul, 

mind, and strength) to Him who teaches us the truth 

about ourselves and how we relate to Him and then to 

go on presenting ourselves to Him unto righteousness. 

So, you come to around exit 5 of I-220 and you know 

that this woman in her almost full nudity is approaching. 

Then you remember that Psalm 101:3 says, “I will not 

set before my eyes anything that is worthless.” Job 31:1 

also tells us, “I have made a covenant with my eyes; how 

then could I gaze at a virgin?” Why do they say this? 

Because those who have idols become like them (Psalm 

135:15-18). We morally and spiritually become like that 

which we see. We become like that which we perceive as 

most beautiful. That is why it is crucial to see the infinite 

beauty of God and present ourselves to Him. 

Lloyd-Jones says in his sermon on Romans 6:13 that 

“we are not to present any single part or portion of the 

manifestation of the activity of this bodily life to sin, to 

this power that is against us” (Lloyd-Jones, Romans: 

Exposition of Chapter 6 The New Man [Banner of Truth: 

Edinburgh, 2013], 166). Not a single part or portion. 

What he means is that we are not to present our eyes to 

worthless and defiling images. We are not to present our 

ears to lustfully enticing music. We are not to present 

our senses to anything that might change us from our 

sober-mindedness but rather we are to present ourselves 

to God and our members and faculties to righteousness. 

In my Lloyd-Jones book, I wrote a note beside this 

quote about how this applies to “music, movies, social 

media and my personal avenues of temptation.” 

Why should we do this? Because it is beautiful and 

joyful to present ourselves to God! God has designed 

for us to live unto Him and not go on in sin. He has 

died for us and made us one with Him so that He might 

set us free from the realm and reign of sin and be in the 

realm and reign of Christ. As Lloyd-Jones frequently 

says in his sermons on Romans 6, “What is true of 

Christ is true of us.” He has not meant for us to 

continue being in sin so that grace might increase but 

rather He died that we might walk in the predestined 

holiness that He has prepared for us. 

So, when we approach this or that billboard or some 

song comes on the radio that we know is not helpful, 

we turn from those things and present ourselves to God. 

That means thinking about Him, meditating on His 

truths, listening to His Word, looking at His glory 

displayed on the earth. It means taking away apps on 

our phones that are tempting and not watching Netflix 

shows that only take away our joy in God. How can we 

expect to rid ourselves of the presence of a certain sin if 

we do not cease to give ourselves to the presence of its 

temptation? How can we expect to grow in holiness and 

the grace of God in Christ if we do nothing? God has 

empowered us and sent His Holy Spirit to dwell in us. 

He has raised us up from the dead so that we might live! 

In union with Christ, we must go on presenting 

ourselves to God and all of our five senses and 

meditations to the Lord. That is how God uses the 

means of grace to change us. “Open my eyes, that I may 

behold wonderful things from Your law” (Psalm 119:18). 

Wilson Van Hooser is the new Youth Coordinator at POPC. 

Originally from Montgomery, AL, he is a second year seminary 

student at RTS. He and his wife Grace live in Ridgeland. 
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THE SNARE OF COMFORT 
Mr. Alex Wright

We like to be comfortable. We enjoy “comfort food,” 

the comfort of family and close friends, and the 

comforting taste of a good cup of coffee (at least most 

of us!). This desire for comfort goes even further, 

extending to the kinds of people we interact with 

throughout our week. I speak for most of us when I 

say that I “naturally” want to be around people who 

tend to agree with me, who come from my own 

culture, who look more like me, who, well, don't make 

me feel uncomfortable!  

How does this love of comfort express itself in our 

churches today? For the most part, we find it more 

comfortable to worship with those who share the 

same taste in worship music, who come from similar 

occupations, similar income levels, and, frankly, who 

look and act like us. We are hardwired to unite around 

common things, whatever they may be. Many of these 

things that make us comfortable aren't sinful in and of 

themselves. It isn't wrong to share common 

experiences, backgrounds, or tastes. It isn't wrong, for 

example, to love hymns, gospel music, or other 

traditions in our various churches. These are good 

things. And yet, we must continue to ask ourselves, 

has Christ called his Church to live a life of comfort? 

Below is a famous passage from Paul's letter to the 

Philippians: 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, 

any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 

complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 

being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or 

conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 

also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, 

which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 

of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 

but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  (Philippians 2:1-11) 

Notice that Paul begins this passage with exhortations, 

“Be of the same mind, be of full accord, of one mind, 

in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves, looking to the interests of others.” And he 

grounds these exhortations in one of the most 

theologically rich sections in the New Testament, the 

description of Christ’s “emptying.” The text says that 

Christ “made himself nothing, taking the form of a 

servant.” Though there is disagreement as to what this 

exactly means, we do know that Christ profoundly 

humbled himself in coming to earth to save sinners. It 

is a deep understatement to say that Christ became 

“uncomfortable” for our sake. Has anyone sacrificed 

more comfort than our Savior? A hymn sung usually 

around Christmas, “Come, Thou Long Expected 

Jesus,” puts it beautifully: “Come to earth to taste our 

sadness, he whose glories knew no end, by his life he 

brings us gladness, our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 

Leaving riches without number, born within a cattle 

stall, this the everlasting wonder: Christ was born the 

Lord of all.”  

Jesus sacrificed the glory of angelic worship, the joy of 

the heavenly realm, and during his crucifixion, the 

most painful sacrifice of all – the fellowship of his 

Father. In exchange, what did he receive? Jesus “came 

to his own, and his own people did not receive him” 

(John 1:11). He experienced hunger, pain, the loss of 

loved ones, and death itself, all things he could have 

avoided if he had stayed in heaven, in his “comfort 

zone.”  

Why must we count others as more significant than 

ourselves? Because Christ, the most significant person 

of all time, died on behalf of us, the insignificant. Why 

must we look to the interests of others? Because 

Christ, sought our interests above his comfort. Why 
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must we be of full accord and of one mind? Because 

Christ gave himself up to purchase our unity in him 

and with one another.  

What are the implications for us here at Pear Orchard? 

As our church moves forward in intentionally reaching 

out to our community, and becoming more 

multicultural, there will be changes, many of which 

will feel uncomfortable at first. Lord willing, there will 

be new faces, different skin tones, cultural 

backgrounds and income levels brought into our 

congregation. There will be changes in music style and 

in leadership. During this time, we will be tempted to 

favor our own interests and preferences over unity 

with brothers and sisters from different backgrounds. 

When this happens (and it will), we must continue to 

remind ourselves that we are called as one body to 

count others as more significant than ourselves, even 

if it's costly.  

In all of this, we must also fight against the sin of 

pride and self-righteousness, in thinking that we, as a 

predominantly white church, are being so “generous” 

and “sacrificial” in inviting those from another 

ethnicity into our church. We must remember two 

things especially: first, Pear Orchard is not “our” 

church; it is Christ's church, and Christ has called us to 

lay our lives down for the sake of others. Second, any 

person from another culture worshiping alongside 

those from the majority culture is sacrificing much 

more than we are. Many of them exhibit more clearly 

the Kingdom ethic embodied in Philippians 2, in 

laying down their preferences to worship alongside us.  

I said earlier that we are hardwired as humans to unite 

around common things. The process of growing into a 

more multi-ethnic congregation does not change this 

“hardware” in us. Rather, more and more we will be 

displaying more fully the truth that we are united by a 

common Savior, and not by those things (however 

good) that make us comfortable. Let us seek to imitate 

our Savior, who did not value his comfort above our 

union with him and with one another. 

Alex Wright is a new pastoral intern at POPC. Originally 

from Rochester, Michigan, he is in his second year at RTS.  

 

HE QUALIFIES THOSE HE CALLS 
Mrs. Morgan Vitart

We have all heard the statement, “He does not call the 

qualified; He qualifies the called.” These words resonate 

with me like never before since God has stirred in my 

family’s hearts a passion for the Sonbeams Ministry and 

for those affected by disability. For those unfamiliar 

with Sonbeams, it is a ministry of Pear Orchard 

Presbyterian Church that seeks to glorify God through 

integrating children and adults with differing abilities 

into the life and mission of the church. For me, 

personally, and probably for many of you, every time I 

used to hear this ministry mentioned, I ran away as 

quickly as I could. I avoided those deeply involved in 

the ministry at all cost lest they ask me to enter into this 

with them. However, as we know all too well, God 

moves on the heart of those He desires regardless of 

whether it fits into our plans or our comfort zone.   

I vividly remember sitting in the Wednesday morning 

ladies’ Bible study many years ago and someone sharing 

a very touching video about disability and then talking 

about the Sonbeams Ministry. The video tugged at my 

heartstrings briefly, but honestly, at that moment it was 

all emotion. Minutes later, I remember thinking to 

myself, “Well, I’m glad God gifted some people for that 

ministry, but I would be useless. I am not qualified to 

work with those with special needs. I have no idea how 

I could be of any help, and let’s be honest, it can be very 

uncomfortable.” I continued having these thoughts 

anytime I heard Sonbeams opportunities advertised over 

the next few years. Fast forward several years, and I 

finally decided my family would volunteer at a 

Sonbeams Night Out, which is a respite night for 

parents and caregivers of those affected by disability.  In 
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the back of my head, I was completely assuming it 

would be a one-time occurrence that only confirmed my 

thoughts and fears from that day in Bible study years 

before. Thankfully, God had different plans, and the 

rest is history. We literally are heartbroken anytime we 

miss the opportunity to be with our Sonbeamers. We do 

not just serve them; they serve us immeasurably more. I 

cannot begin to describe the growth our family has 

experienced from doing life with these families. I love to 

see my children light up when they see one of our 

special friends walk into the room, hear their heartfelt 

prayers for them each night, or to leave Family Retreat 

completely and utterly exhausted yet full of joy. Then to 

hear our children begging me from the backseat to 

reassure them that we all will return the next year, 

assures me that our family has found God’s calling for 

us. I think my favorite part has been watching the Lord 

give my husband a heart towards this ministry as well. 

All these things make all the uncomfortable, unfamiliar, 

hard moments worth it.  

When we view disability from a posture of humility, we 

see we are no different than any one of them. We are all 

image bearers. We are all broken in the presence of a 

compassionate and Holy God. Think through the Bible. 

I could compile a very long list of stories where God 

uses those who are broken, weak, outcast, or, in other 

words, the marginalized, for His own glory and 

purposes, and He shows them favor! Does this not 

make you realize He intended the disabled to be a vital 

part of the body? As the body of Christ, we should do 

everything that Christ did while He was dwelling among 

us. Therefore when it comes to those who are disabled, 

we should embrace, love, dine, touch, and minister to 

and with them, just as He did. As we should serve them, 

we must allow them to use their gifts to serve us as well. 

And trust me, their gifts go far beyond what any of us 

can imagine. Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:15-16, 

“Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every 

way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom 

the whole body, joined and held together by every joint 

with which it is equipped, when each part is working 

properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up 

in love.” 

My purpose in writing this article is to encourage you to 

get involved in these families’ lives. Get involved in the 

Sonbeams Ministry. You are missing out on one of the 

greatest blessings in God’s Kingdom if you are not. 

After a couple of years, can it still be uncomfortable, 

scary, confusing at times? Of course! Is it worth it? 

Absolutely! I have been reading Disability and the Gospel, 

which I highly recommend. The writer, Michael 

Beates, says this in regards to how God’s people should 

approach disability ministry: “Be prepared for your heart 

to be broken and then filled in a whole new way. By 

being among broken people, the gospel will come to 

you in new and profoundly powerful ways. Hear their 

stories of misery and observe their lives with their 

burdens. Understand why their hope of heaven is so real 

and tangible.” 

I urge each of you to pray about becoming a part of this 

ministry, and just pray for this ministry in general! We 

are always seeking volunteers. We are not just here to 

“help” these families; we are here to come alongside 

them and do life with them. I guarantee you will be the 

one blessed! If you are having any of those same 

thoughts, fears, and concerns that I had so many years 

ago when watching the video during Bible study, please 

remember; He uses the most unlikely and the most 

unqualified to carry out His work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


